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Our school year is almost over; I believe there are only 8 weeks left! Time 
flies when you are having fun. I hope the year has been as productive for 
your child as it has been for our Dicken staff.

Grade Configurations for 2014/2015
Below are the tentative number of classrooms for next year. I believe we 
have come up with the appropriate number of classes at every grade so 
each student at Dicken receives a quality education. I have tried to avoid 
splits as well. Teachers have not yet been assigned to grade level sections, 
so please don’t ask.

Young 5s  one section
Kindergarten  two or three sections, waiting on paperwork & Schools of Choice applicants
1st Grade  two sections
2nd Grade  two sections
3rd Grade  two sections
4th Grade  three sections
5th Grade  three sections

Class Placement Procedures for 2014/2015
We are now planning for next year. A flyer will be sent home shortly to parents of 
Kindergarten – 4th grade students regarding class placement procedures. Please 
take a moment to read through the policy before you write anything. As families 
think about submitting a letter, they often want to meet with me or their child’s 
teacher for advice on what to say or to tell us something important about class 
placement. Because we are carefully placing more than 375 students, it isn’t 
possible to remember all that parents want to tell us. That is why we need any 
information in writing. 

One of the key issues that always come up is a request for specific teachers. The class placement 
policy says, “Families are strongly discourage from naming specific teachers in their requests, pro or 
con.” This is for a number of reasons. The most practical is that there are often unexpected staffing 
changes over the summer. When a specific teacher is requested and that teacher is not teaching that 
grade, we need something else to go on. In addition, no family will ever say, “Please put my child with 
a new teacher,” but classes taught by new staff need to be just as carefully crafted as other classes. 
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Class Placement Procedures (continued)
In addition, requests for specific teachers are generally based on what you may have heard about a 
teacher or another family’s experience. This may or may not be a fair assessment of what your child’s 
experience would be. And finally, we must balance every class as best as we can which involves several 
criteria such as report card data, gender, ethnicity, behavior, and special needs, etc.

Families desiring to submit any information regarding next year should do so no later than May 1st in 
order to have the information considered as staff work on class placements. I hope this information 
is helpful to you and we appreciate your assistance doing the best we can for your kids. 

Safety Drills
We have conducted all of our Severe Weather and Lock Down Drills for the year. We have two 
remaining Fire Drills that we will do over the next month. These have been practiced in our district 
for the past few years. Our teachers are very skilled in teaching children about safety precautions, 
and emphasize the importance of staying calm during severe weather and other emergencies. Our 
students do a fine job during all drills. 

Sparkle Campaign
You may notice that our hallways received a fresh coat of paint recently. Thanks to Superintendent’s 
Swift “sparkle campaign,” Dicken was able to get its hallways painted ahead of schedule. I hope you 
enjoy the new look.

Final NWEA Assessment
Kdg -2 grade students will be taking the NWEA Primary assessment this year from April 24th–May 
2nd. Students in Grades 3-5 will be taking the NWEA MAP from May 6th–30th. We will be encouraging 
all of our students to do their very best and take this assessment seriously. Our staff uses this data 
to check for growth in math & reading from fall to spring amongst their students. The district hopes 
to have the results to parents much faster this time around. 

“Smarter Balanced”
In case you haven’t heard, the state has decided to do away with the fall MEAP assessments for 
grades 3, 4 & 5. The MEAP will be replaced with the “Smarter Balanced” Assessment Consortium’s 
system of assessments starting spring 2015. The new system will create a complete, balanced 
system to support educators throughout the entire school year. A balanced assessment system 
provides educators with tools to adjust their daily instruction to student needs, and to teach to a 
higher level of rigor. The system must include three types of assessment; summative, interim, and 
formative assessment processes to provide feedback and resources throughout the year. We have 
four classes piloting this assessment this spring.

U of M Dance Freshmen Dance Troupe
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Let’s Be a Safe School
Dicken School procedures to provide a Safe School this spring:
Please review the following as our children are transported to school this spring and ask yourself if 
you are helping in the following regards:

4 Does your child wear a helmet if riding a bike?
4 Does your child walk their bike on sidewalks near the school and busses?
4 Do your children buckle up that seat belt in the car?
4 Do you follow pedestrian safety rules?
4 Do you assist in supervising children at your bus stop?
4 Do you carefully follow bus safety rules, such as stopping at least 20 feet behind a bus that has a 

red overhead flashing light and being prepared to stop when overhead yellow lights are flashing?
4 Do you encourage your child to carefully follow school bus rules, as the inability to follow those 

rules will result in a loss of bus riding privileges?
4 Are you dropping off your child (if not a school bus rider) in the safe zones described in our 

safety plan?
4 Are you getting your child to school early enough to be in their classroom by 8:48 a.m.? The 

warning bell rings at 8:45 a.m.
4 Are you instructing your child which door to enter and leave each day?
4 Are you WAITING till 3:42 to walk to classrooms to pick up children? This really helps us in two 

ways. First, school doesn’t end till 3:42. And second, it helps us monitor people – including non-
parents - from walking toward children before the day is done.

4 Are you signing in/out at the main office EACH time that you enter the building?
4 Are you gladly putting on a visitor’s badge even if those in the office know you?
4 Are you providing a note to the office when your child has a doctor’s appointment?
4 Are you providing notes when you request you child to ride the bus home with a friend?
4 Are you watching ‘our’ school with keen eyes for unusual activity either during or after the 

school day? 

Be willing to report suspicious activity – regardless of the time of day/night - to local authorities! 
We work at vigilance in the building. However, no plan is foolproof, or done in a vacuum. Your 
willingness to follow safe procedures (some less convenient than others) and your willingness to be 
additional eyes and ears as you drive by the building—or when you stop by—are immensely important 
in the routine maintenance of safety.

Extra Change of Clothing
Parents, at this time of year, our playground can be muddy and wet.  As much as we remind students 
to stay away from puddles and mud, inevitably each recess several students are in need of a change 
of clothing.  To save you and the office time, please pack an extra change of clothing for your 
student to have in the classroom or in their backpack if needed.

Parent Phone Calls
Please try to send written notes to the school in regards to appointments, bus requests, or change of 
plans. We want to make sure that the right information gets to the teacher with the right child’s name.
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After School Plans
This is the time of the season where some students feel that they can make last minute changes 
in their after school plans. Such changes should be made 24 hours in advance and in writing. Last 
minute phone calls or changes in after school plans may not always be honored. Other students may 
elect to go over to a friend’s home without getting parental permission first, so please review with 
your child the importance of getting prior approval from you first.

Dicken AM Entry Procedures
All students have designated doors that they enter into the school each morning. I am requesting all 
parents use these entrances instead of coming in the main entrance. No one (including parents) is 
allowed into the building till 8:45 am when the first bell rings. Our staff needs the time to prepare 
their classrooms for the beginning of the day. Students accompanied by a parent need to go to the 
appropriate entrance. Only our students eating breakfast may enter the main entrance. Of course if 
it is raining, students & parents will be allowed come & wait in the hallway till 1st bell rings.

Administrative Professionals Day
On April 23rd, we will recognize the hard work that our Dicken secretaries do for our staff, students, 
and parents. Please make sure to say Thanks to Patti & Pamela next time you are in the building!

Teacher Appreciation Week
This annual celebration for appreciation of our teaching staff is scheduled for the week of May 5th. 
Thanks in advance to the PTO for sponsoring the luncheon for our staff. They work hard each and 
everyday and I’m grateful to them for teaching our students in the way they do!

WESO (Science Olympiad)
Please join us at Pioneer High School on Saturday, May 10th for this year’s Science Olympiad 
competition. Dicken will have close to 100 students competing this year. Thanks to Nick Hutchinson 
for chairing this year’s WESO activities. Also thanks to all of the parents who either volunteer their 
time as coaches or sent their kids to practices each week!

Idle-free School Zone
The PTO is proposing an Idle-Free School Zone for Dicken parking lot. This initiative is for the health 
of our kids and the air. Idling your car wastes more fuel than turning it off and restarting it. Check 
out the link below

http://www.upworthy.com/every-day-people-spend-
16-minutes-doing-this-thing-they-think-is-good-for-
the-planet-it-aint-2

Here’s hoping for no more snow or ice...

Educationally;
Principal Madison 

Kokopelli Assembly



Exceptional Staff, Exceptional Students, Exceptional Parents!

Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 5

Upcoming Events
April 22nd Earth Day Activities

NWEA Primary Assessment for Grades K-2 begins
April 23rd National Secretaries Day
April 24th Take your Daughter to Work Day Activity

Student Council Field Trip, 11:30 – 5:00 pm
April 28th Thomas’s Class On A2 Water Tour Field Trip, 9:30-2:30 pm

3rd Grade to Natural History Museum, 9:30-2:30 pm
April 30th 1st Grade to Leslie Science Nature Center, 9:30 – 11:00 am
May 1st Community of Cultures Celebration & Potluck, 6:00 – 8:00 pm
May 2nd Kdg Sensing Nature Field Trip to LSNC, 9:00 – 11:20 am
May 5th–8th Teacher Appreciation Week
May 6th NWEA MAP Assessment for Grades 3-5 begins
May 7th National Bike to School Day

Dicken Data Submissions Due
Performance Network Assembly: “Ella Mentry and the Case of the Missing 
Scientist”, 9:15-10:15 am

May 10th WESO Competition, Pioneer High School, all day
May 13Th Rossi & Hane on Pond Field Trip, 12:50 – 2:30 pm
May 14th May Dicken Data Published

5th Graders visit Slauson Middle School, 9:00 – 11:30 am
1st Grade to Toledo Zoo, 9:15 – 2:30 pm
Posey’s class on Pond Field Trip, 12:50 – 2:30 pm

Michael Sterns AssemblyRecess Singers Spring Concert



Exceptional Staff, Exceptional Students, Exceptional Parents!

Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 6 Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 7

Community of Cultures 2014: Food Around the World
Kitchens Around the World...brought to you by Dicken families: Kitchens are a center of family life 
across cultures, but they can look very different! Check out the display case near the main office to 
see Kitchens Around the World. Dicken families donated photos and objects so that students can have 
a glimpse of what typical kitchens look like in places around the globe.

Then, on Thursday, May 1 from 6:00-7:30 pm, come celebrate the wonderful mix of cultures that we 
have right in our Dicken community by joining us for our first Community of Cultures 2014 Family 
Potluck. This event will feature free tacos from a local restaurant, along with delicious dishes made 
by Dicken families (please bring enough for 6-8 people). The evening will also feature several dance 
performances by Dicken students. We will be collecting recipes for a Dicken Multicultural Recipe 
Collection, and will make the pdf available to all Dicken families. Email Mary Janevic (mjanevic@
umich.edu) for more information about this event. Hope to see everyone there! 

Letter from the PTO Co-Presidents
Well it’s official, Spring has arrived!! I can’t believe the snow has melted and we are finally able to 
get outside and play!! We have made it through the last few months and ready to emerge from our 
hibernation. I hope you all had a 
great spring break. We had a great visit with our author at Family reading night. Thanks to all the 
families that came out and listened to this wonderful author. If you missed listening to Micheal, your 
kids got to enjoy him the next day at the school assembly. It was a great way the PTO is enhancing the 
educational experience of your kids with your generous donations. 

We also had a great performance with the U of M Dance troop. As we are coming to the end of the 
year (can you believe it that close?), we are still going strong to get our kids the best educational 
experience that we can. We will be having a gardening day, April 27th to reopen the school garden. We 
are working with the Gardening committee to get some beds, mulch and an outdoor classroom going! 
So roll up your sleeves, bring a shovel and show up on April 27th with your kids to reconnect with the 
Earth. 

As we round out the year we will be hosting Teacher appreciation week, working to build our community 
and fundraising with a few more Community night’s out, hosting some new lunchtime enrichment, and 
finishing out the year with an Ice Cream Social. If you are interested in helping, please contact a PTO 
member or look for more information in the weekly blast. 

Also, on a final note, we are getting ready to pass the torches on in the PTO to our new board that 
will take over next year. If you are interested in a position or just want to help, please email us, 
dickenptopresident@gmail.com. We will talk to you about your time and strengths to find a right fit for 
you on the board or volunteering for another position. Our school has a strong and dedicated PTO but 
we are only as strong as our volunteers. The more people involved, the less possibility any few people 
are going to get burned out. So talk to us today and see how you can help!

Thanks again and Happy Spring!
Maggi Kennel and Rachel Francisco, co-Presidents
Co-Presidents of the PTO
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School Garden News
The daffodils are blooming in the 
Children’s Habitat garden and the 
School Garden Committee will be 
resuming Recess Gardeners and 
classroom gardening activities this April. 
Gardening projects include installing 
Phase 2 of the Dicken Pollinator Patch 
adjacent to the Children’s Habitat 
garden, maintenance of all the school 
garden beds, wood chipping, planting 
and watering of vegetable seeds in the 
school vegetable garden, and finally 
harvesting the spring crop before school 
ends for the summer. Dress your child 
for an enjoyable gardening experience. 
It is recommended that your student 
wear closed-toed shoes to do gardening 
activities, rain boots are best. Sun hats 
are good choices as well. Watch for 
announcements in the Dicken Blast on 
the Recess Gardener schedule in the 
next week.

We will continue to use the gardening 
permission slip for participation in 
Recess Gardeners and classroom 
gardening activities. Permission slips 
that were previously received in the 
fall are still valid. For those students 
for whom we did not receive a signed 
permission slip in the fall or for students new to Dicken, look for the form in your student’s 
backpack around April 23rd. We encourage parents to sign and return permission slips if one comes 
home in your student’s backpack.

Many Helping Hands Make Light Work
Spring Workday: The School Garden Committee is asking school garden enthusiasts to support us 
with your time and labor at the Spring Workday on April 27th from 2:00 pm-5:00 pm. We will need 
helpers to install the new framed beds, install the new outdoor garden classroom, prepare the soil 
for the spring crop, and of course, wood chip. We will need at least 20 volunteers to make this 
workday successful. Please let us know that you can participate by signing up at the Sign-Up Genius 
link below. Children are welcome to attend with adult supervision. 
To view your sign up page, go to: http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/30E044DACAD29A31-school

Stump Removal
The School Garden Committee is looking for anyone who can donate their time and equipment to 
grind out a small tree stump from the garden to contact us as soon as possible.
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A Rose by Any Other Name — Submit Your Idea
The School Garden Committee is eager to acquire 
an official name for our school garden. We are
certain there is a name with more verve and 
creativity than “Dicken School Garden.” We are 
inviting any Dicken student or student’s family 
member to submit a name for the school garden 
that both reflects the vision and mission of 
the garden and is deserving of a lovely school 
garden sign. The school garden vision and mission 
statement, as well as examples of other school 
garden logos, are listed here. To submit your 
suggestion for the future “OFFICIAL” school garden 
name visit the below survey monkey link: https://
www.surveymonkey.com/s/7KB9LGK

 

We look forward to reporting next month on everything that is growing in the gardens around the 
school thanks to our junior greenthumbs (and Mother Nature). Maybe some of those seedballs that 
our K-3 grades made on Make A Difference Day will have sprouted. Stay tuned.

Carolyn Herrmann and Michele Loewe
School Garden Coordinators

Dicken	  School	  Garden	  Vision:

Our	  vision	  is	  that	  the	  Dicken	  School	  Garden	  provides	  a	  source	  of	  local	  food	  for	  our	  school	  
community	  and	  offers	  a	  connec:on	  to	  the	  earth	  that	  inspires	  new	  ways	  to	  think,	  learn,	  and	  live.

Dicken	  School	  Garden	  Mission:

Local	  food	  produc,on	  –	  The	  garden	  will	  act	  as	  a	  sustainable	  model	  for	  local	  food	  produc:on	  
that	  includes	  ecological	  knowledge,	  coopera:ve	  school	  culture,	  and	  an	  immersion	  in	  hands-‐on	  
learning	  through	  garden-‐based	  educa:onal	  concepts.

Posi,ve	  health	  benefits	  -‐	  The	  garden	  will	  provide	  posi:ve	  health	  benefits	  to	  our	  students	  
through	  school	  garden	  programs	  that	  promote	  physical	  ac:vity,	  healthy	  ea:ng	  habits,	  and	  
expanded	  access	  to	  fresh,	  local,	  and	  organically	  grown	  food.

Increased	  learner	  engagement	  -‐	  The	  garden	  will	  support	  increased	  learner	  engagement	  
through	  students’	  cogni:ve,	  social,	  and	  emo:onal	  needs	  of	  experien:al,	  interdisciplinary,	  and	  
cross-‐cultural	  learning.	  

Con,nuous	  improvement	  -‐	  The	  garden	  will	  encourage	  improvement	  with	  every	  growing	  season	  
while	  also	  increasing	  the	  opportunity	  for	  enrichment	  to	  the	  en:re	  Dicken	  community.

Self-‐sufficiency	  -‐	  The	  garden	  will	  strive	  to	  be	  self-‐sufficient	  in	  every	  way	  -‐	  from	  financially	  to	  its	  
u:liza:on	  of	  resources	  -‐	  using	  methods	  that	  are	  currently	  recognized	  as	  best	  prac:ces	  in	  organic	  
and	  sustainable	  growing	  which	  preserve	  and	  respect	  the	  natural	  environment.

Priori,zing	  a	  connec,on	  to	  the	  earth	  -‐	  The	  garden	  will	  be	  designed	  to	  represent	  a	  cultural	  and	  
prac:cal	  shiH	  in	  priori:es	  towards	  the	  earth	  by	  engaging	  students	  to	  u:lize	  the	  garden	  during	  
and	  outside	  of	  the	  school	  day
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Dicken Data Submission Deadline
Our next Dicken Data is expected to be sent out on the SECOND Wednesday of the month (Wednesday, 
May 14, 2014). The deadline for next month’s Dicken Data is the FIRST Wednesday of the month 
(Wednesday, May 7, by the end of the day. Please submit articles at http://tinyurl.com/dickendata. 

Suggestions and feedback always welcome—please feel free to e-mail Dicken Data Editor Jennifer 
Marx (dickendataeditor@gmail.com). 

Scholastic Book Fairs Warehouse
41873 Ecorse Road Suite 260

Belleville, MI 48111

May 9 - 23
Weekdays, May 9-23: 11 a.m.-7 p.m.

Saturdays, May 10 & 17: 9 a.m.-4 p.m.
Closed Sundays

(734) 957-9834

23217
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Why Enroll Your Child in Afterschool Classes?
Looking for a quality program where your child can explore creativity, be physically active, and 
make new friends? At Rec&Ed we are always striving to enhance the mix of classes we offer. This 
spring look for STEAM (Science, Technology, Engineering, Art, and Mathematics) opportunities that 
your child will love. Robotics, Basic Electronics, NASA: Academy of Future Space Explorers, and The 
Art of Drawing are examples of classes that incorporate STEAM ideas.  Other popular classes include 
Obstacle Dash, Basketball and Kid Yoga, Chess, Break Dance and Dance Pop.

Enroll your child today for Spring afterschool classes that begin mid-April. Find out which Rec&Ed 
classes are offered at your school this spring on our Virtual Afterschool Classes web site: https://
sites.google.com/a/aaps.k12.mi.us/after-school-classes-fair/. View the Rec&Ed Spring catalog for 
adult and youth classes at http://www.aareced.com.

The Afterschool Alliance states that afterschool programs keep kids safe, healthy and on track. 
Various studies show that children who participate in afterschool programs had better grades, 
improved attendance, and better behavior.

Wondering why doesn’t your school doesn’t have a particular class?  This is usually because for 
several seasons enrollment has been too low to cover the cost of a class.  If you would like a class 
offered at your school, please contact our Youth Enrichment Supervisor, Ivy at juani@aaps.k12.
mi.us, who will work with you to schedule a class and market it to your school.

Visit the Rec & Ed Afterschool Classes site at
https://sites.google.com/a/aaps.k12.mi.us/after-school-classes-fair
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COMMUNITY	  OF	  
CULTURES	  2014	  
	  	  FAMILY	  POTLUCK	  
May	  1,	  2014	  6:00-‐7:30	  pm	  !

Family	  Name:	  	  ______________________________________________	  

Number	  of	  ABendees:	  Adults	  ____	  	  Children	  _____	  

I	  am	  planning	  to	  bring	  ________________________________________	  

If	  you	  would	  like	  to	  contribute	  a	  recipe	  to	  the	  Dicken	  MulMcultural	  Recipe	  CollecMon,	  please	  aBach	  it	  
to	  this	  slip,	  write	  it	  on	  the	  back	  or	  email	  it	  to	  Mary	  Janevic	  (mjanevic@umich.edu)	  !!!
Please	  return	  this	  slip	  to	  your	  child’s	  teacher.	  	  You	  can	  aBend	  even	  if	  you	  do	  not	  fill	  out	  this	  slip!	  

Please	  join	  us	  for:	  
Free	  taco	  bar.	  

Performances	  by	  Dicken	  
students.	  

Delicious	  food	  provided	  by	  
Dicken	  families.	  

A	  celebration	  of	  the	  
diversity	  of	  our	  Dicken	  
community!

9
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Personalized	  Learning	  24/7	  

734-‐997-‐1208	  
www.A2virtual.org	  

Online course offerings for summer and fall of 2014, the enrollment process, and everything you 
need to know to be successful when taking online courses will be a part of this informative 
presentation. Additionally, you will hear how the new online legislation impacts learning. Parents 
now have the option to enroll students, in grades 5-12, in two online courses per term.  This 
flexibility allows students to accommodate a learning preference, recover credit, seek additional or 
advanced coursework, solve a scheduling problem, or use when a student will be out of school for 
an extended period of time.   

	  

	  
	  

	  

Virtual	  Class	  Information	  Nights	  2014	  

Open	  to	  all	  parents	  and	  students	  in	  grades	  5-‐12	  

Information nights are being held at the middle schools and are open to anyone in the district who 
would like more information.  Attend the date that is most convenient for your schedule. 
	  

 
All Sessions begin at 6:30 PM 

 
   May 6:    Slauson  May 21:  Forsythe 
   May 8:    Tappan   May 22:  Clague  
   May 13:  Scarlett               
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A non-pro�t resale shop with all proceeds bene�tting 
Ann Arbor Public Schools and student enrichment.

Find us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter

a2ptothriftshop.org

Mon-Fri 9-7
Sat 9-6    Sun 11-5

Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat 10-5   Sun 12-4

FREE
furniture pickup

call 996-9155

Athletic Equipment     Books     Clothing     Toys
Furniture     Household Goods and More

SHOP DONATE

2280 S. Industrial Hwy.  734-996-9155
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Going on vacation to
Walt Disney World?

Dicken Fourth Grader Alexander Marx is 
now a co-author of the award-winning, 
best-selling guidebook, PassPorter’s Walt 
Disney World 2014 (our 16th edition!)

Guidebooks are available at bookstores, including Amazon and Barnes & Noble, as 
well as at PassPorter.com. Get it as a print edition with cool organizer pockets and 
fold-out maps, or get the online edition for your tablet or book reader. Use code 
ALEXANDER at checkout in the PassPorter Store to save $5 off any print book.

We also have guidebooks for Disney Cruise Line, 
Disneyland, Disneyland Paris, Disney Vacation 
Club, plus books filled with tips, tricks, and 
ways to save money. 

Our web site is filled with thousands of free 
articles, photos, and tips, and we offer a free 
weekly newsletter and a community of 60,000 
members who can help you with your vacation.

PLUS ... we have a weekly podcast with the 
“PassPorter Moms” to talk about Disney, travel 
with kids, and more!

Check us out online at 
http://www.passporter.com 
and on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/passporter

Dicken Dash—Big Kahuna Sponsor
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60 calorie-crushing minutes, three times a week, is all it takes. But in that hour it’ll take everything you’ve got. The reward? 

Endurance. Toughness. Flexibility. And the confidence of knowing you can go the distance. That’s how you earn your TITLE. 

TITLEBoxingClub.com

LIZ | MOM / BLOGGER / POUND SLASHER

NOW OPEN In Ann Arbor & Brighton! Ann Arbor: 2115 W. Stadium Blvd. - Brighton: 8491 Grand River Ave.  |  734-274-9700  |  www.facebook.com/TITLEBoxingClubAnnArbor

Dicken Dash—Big Kahuna Sponsor


