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February is Black History Month and it was a very busy month:

Random Acts of Kindness
Student Council initiated “Random Acts Of Kindness” in each classroom. 
Thanks to Ms Bahr and Ms Miller for this initiative. Ask your child for more 
information on this activity.

Snacks Policy
Thank you to all of the parents for making the transition to only fruits or 
vegetables as snacks so smooth. This has really helped keep our classrooms clean and it is a healthy 
alternative for all students. Our mice and ants friends seemed to have packed their bags and moved 
out of Dicken.

NAAPID
NAAPID was held on Monday, February 10th. This parent involvement day was very successful. We 
had well over 50 parents visit our school and classrooms. Thanks to the PTO for co-sponsoring the 
Jazzistry assembly. Thanks to Allyson Hartung for hosting our Coffee session in the morning. Thank 
you to all of the parents who visited Monday. Parents are always welcome every day at Dicken.

Winter Walk
The Winter Walk was Tuesday, February 11th. The walk around the 
building was simply amazing! We owe Ms. Erickson huge thanks of 
appreciation for taking the lead in this activity and helping all of 
our students create their beautiful candles. Thanks to the PTO for 
hot chocolate & cookies. Our Friends of Dicken Woods informed me 
that we had over 300 folks attend the walk!
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Second Semester Student Count Day
Count Day was Wednesday, February 12th. During our Fall count we registered 365 students at 
Dicken. Currently we are down to 357 students. I am hopeful we will gain a few more students so 
that our current staffing allocations remain constant for next year.

Looking Ahead
Mid-winter break starts at the end of the day Friday, February 14th and goes through February 23rd. 
School resumes on February 24th.

Kindergarten Round Up
Kindergarten Round up will be held on February 27th at 6:30 pm. Dicken will also be hosting a Young 
Fives program in the fall (for students who turn 5 years old between May 1st and October 1st). 
Information on both programs will be discussed at the Round Up. See flyers that were attached to 
weekly blast or on the Dicken Website. Please spread the word to neighbors who have children that 
might be of kindergarten age.

Vision & Screening Follow Up
Screening will occur on February 26th and 27th for those students that were either absent or that 
need a follow up examination. 

Lost and Found is growing! 
The lost items are piling up in the boxes near the main office. There are some very expensive 
pieces of clothing that need to be claimed and taken home. Please check out the items and claim 
yours before we turn over the remaining unclaimed items to the Salvation Army or Purple Heart on 
February 28th, 2014. Also, if you have time, always label your child’s clothing items so that we can 
easily notify you of lost items.

MEAP Reports
MEAP Reports will be mailed home to 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade parents in late February/early March. 
Please review the scores and call the school if you have questions about your child’s score. Initial 
data shows 3rd grade down a tad in Math & Reading. 4th grade up in Math, Reading & Writing. 
5th grade down a tad in Math, Reading & Science. Our staff is committed to continuous academic 
improvement across all curriculum areas. The MEAP is just one measure for us to use. Recently a 
report was released and ranked Dicken #133 out of 1493 Michigan schools in academic achievement. 
So we must be doing something right! But of course we can do better and that is our intent.

March is Literacy Month
Our PTO is busy planning Family Reading Night for March 25th from 7-8 pm with our Used Book sale. 
We will have a special guest reader that evening as well as the next day for an all-school assembly

Service Squad 
Service Squad is in the initial stages of planning a “Be the Match” bone marrow drive in March. It 
will be for parents between the ages of 23 & 44. Information will be coming home in the next couple 
of weeks. This replaces Pasta for Pennies and Red Cross Blood Drive that we have normally done in 
the past. Thanks to Jennifer Brogno and Liz Bauman for co-chairing Service Squad.
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Dicken PTO Meeting
The PTO meeting will be held on March 6th. All parents are welcomed to attend and help with 
planning upcoming school events. Our Executive Board Rocks! Special thanks to Rachel Francisco & 
Maggie Kennel for co-chairing the Dicken PTO, they continue to do an excellent job.

Silent Auction 
Our Silent Auction is just around the corner on March 8th at the Lake Forest Country Club from 7:00 
pm to midnight. This year we will have a Jazz theme just like our NAAPID assembly. Please mark 
your calendar and plan on attending. It will be a lot of fun!!!!

Daylight Savings Time  
Daylight Savings time will be observed on Sunday, March 9th. Don’t forget to move your clocks ahead 
one hour. 

No School Monday, March 10th 
This is a scheduled teacher report card writing day. Thank you for allowing our staff to spend this 
time finishing up your child’s report card. Reports will come home on March 17th.

Staffing for 2014/2015  
We have begun looking at projections for next year already. Young 5s – one section, Kindergarten 
– two sections, 1st grade – two sections, 2nd grade – two sections, 3rd grade – two sections, 4th 
grade – three section, and 5th grade – three sections. We have not placed any teachers into these 
projections, but obviously there will be some staff changing grade assignments.

Take Time to Review These Important Details 
 • Make sure your child wears appropriate winter clothing everyday to school
• Buckle up that seat belt in the car.
• Follow pedestrian safety rules and walk on sidewalks, not streets.
• Please help supervise your children at their bus stop.
• Carefully follow bus safety rules such as stopping at least 20 feet behind a bus, which has a red 

overhead flashing light and prepared to stop when overhead yellow lights are flashing.
• Encourage your children to carefully follow school bus rules, as the inability to follow those rules 

will result in a loss of bus riding privileges.
• Stay safe, warm and enjoy the rest of Winter ... it will be around for a while.

Principal Madison

“Dicken School’s positive, safe environment and strong 
measurable academic focus empowers our diverse 
community of students to achieve their personal best as 
lifelong learners.”

Thank you for helping the Ann Arbor Public School 
community and Dicken stay healthy!

NAAPID Jazzitry Assembly



Exceptional Staff, Exceptional Students, Exceptional Parents!

Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 4 Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 5

Letter From the Dicken PTO Co-Presidents
The year has gotten off to an interesting start with snow days and cold days and all sorts of crazy 
winter weather.  The office has extra hats and mittens for when kids forget, but they always need 
more. If you have outgrown winter clothing (hats, gloves, mittens, boots, snow pants, and coats), 
please bring them in to the office.  

We just finished the Jazzistry residency, where the kids had classroom lecture demonstrations about 
the history of jazz.  The PTO is proud to have been able to help financially support this fantastic 
program. 

Tuesday, February 11 was the Winter Walk. Many thanks to the Friends of Dicken Woods for their 
support and participation in this annual favorite event.  Community involvement like this is what 
makes the Dicken family so unique!

WESO is kicking off, many thanks to our parent volunteer coaches!

Have a Happy Valentine’s Day and a safe and restful mid-winter break.

Rachel Francisco & Maggi Kennel, Co-presidents

Science Olympiad
Our Washtenaw Elementary Science Olympiad practices are beginning! Thanks to all of the Dicken 
parents who volunteer to coach our students. Parents please make sure you and your child know 
when and where practices are located. Special Thanks to Nick Hutchinson for chairing WESO again 
this year. We have over 100 students participating! As a school, Dicken competes very well among 
the 22 schools. 

Disability Awareness Workshop on March 24
Once again it’s time for our Disability day Workshop, March 24th from 9 am to noon. This is a wonderful 
event for our 4th graders that teaches them what it’s like to live a life with many different disabilities. 
Along with the physical obstacles people with disabilities face. It also gives them empathy towards 
how difficult everyday life is for people who are differently abled then themselves. They leave this 
workshop with a deeper and life long appreciation for what they have and what some people out there 
don’t have. Please volunteer for this very important and worthwhile workshop and let’s teach our kids 
about a world that some live with everyday.  I have been doing this workshop for a number of years 
and I am looking for someone who is as passionate about it as I am. If you are interested in running 
this workshop (it is directed by the district so you don’t have to come up with much), then please 
volunteer and see what it is about. If you are a third grade parent or younger, this would be a great 
event to take over so that you children could participate in it. 

Volunteer Signup: http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/30E0A4FA9AC2B0-disability/657143

Thank you for your time, 
Frances Whitfield, DAW Coordinator (natasha403@yahoo.com)
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Silent Auction on March 8
The Silent Auction is a great time to get together as adults and have some fun, while raising money 
for our school. The committee is underway but we are always looking for new ideas and people to 
help with some of the many small tasks that make up the auction. For those of you that are new to 
the school, the auction is an event that is an adult-only event that includes enjoying some food and 
drink while silently bidding on many great items. Some of the include items made by each of the 
classrooms, or principal for a day or any number of wonderful items that are donated by the local 
business that surround us. The evening ends in a rousing live auction for some of the top items like 
Disney tickets or murder mystery dinners (examples from years past).

The Silent Auction is held at Lake Forest Country club on the evening of March 8, 2014. This auction 
relies on our great parent resources to help us follow up with the local business that have already 
been contacted to see what they are willing to donate, picking it up, and helping to package it for 
a great auction item! Or you can get together with a few families and purchase something off our 
wish list (a sign-up genius that you will get from the Blast). Now is a good time to look over that list 
and get some great deals for the auction, during all the end of year sales. Or you can work with the 
committee and pick up promised items for us already. Each grade also contributes to the auction 
with a class basket.

Our wish list is at http://www.SignUpGenius.com/go/10C0944A5AE2AA5FF2-silent/71915. If you 
would like any more information, please contact Theda Joffe (thedabat@sbcglobal.net) or Melissa 
Sieler (mseiler@summit-academy.com).

Inside the Gym
We started February jump roping in class for Jump Rope for Heart. If you wish to raise money for 
JRFH, I will collect that on Friday, February 14th.  Dicken students rock at Jump Roping! With winter 
on its way, your child will probably be wearing boots to school.  It’s important that on days they 
have gym that they also bring their gym shoes. Wearing the proper shoes will decrease the chance of 
an injury. 

Rossi M, Tu, F
Brann M, Thurs.
Miller M, Thurs.
Bankey M, Wed
Vollmer M, Tu
Hane M,Wed, Thurs, Fri
Michelson/Klein M, Tu, Wed, Fri
Orr M, Wed, Thurs, Fri
Bahr Tu, Wed, Thurs, Fri
Murphy Tu, Fri
Brogno Tu, Fri
Gargaro Tu, Wed
Thomas Tu, Wed, Thurs, Fri
Mendoza Wed, Thurs, Fri
Maus Wed, Thurs, Fri

Future Events:
March: Fitness Gram Testing (3rd-5th), 
PE Report Cards go home
April: Land of the Lost!
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Girls On The Run
Registration is now open for GIRLS ON THE RUN! This exciting 10-week program at Dicken is open 
to all 3rd-5th grade girls and will meet after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00–5:30 pm, 
from March 11th through May 15th. All participants will receive a healthy snack at each lesson, a 
program T-shirt, water bottle, and entry into the incredible Girls on the Run 5K on Sunday, May 18th. 
 
Girls will be inspired to be joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, experience-based curriculum 
which integrates running. We have two wonderful Dicken moms who are trained to teach life skills, 
such as resisting peer pressure, making healthy decisions and contributing to the community. To read 
more and to register, please go to www.girlsontherunsemi.org or call (734) 712-5640. Registration 
closes on February 10th. Scholarships are available. 

 
Register Now!

3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Girls

It will be a time for girls to gather and have fun while learning about running, 
working together as a group, and some fun games included. 

In addition, a healthy snack is provided. 

We have a fabulous Girls On The Run program at Dicken!

WHERE: 
Dicken Elementary 

WHEN: 
March 11, 2014 - May 15, 2014

Tuesday and Thursdays - immediately after school 
4:00–5:30 pm

COACHES: 
Casey Hyde - cjmahaffy@gmail.com

  Theresa Stanko - theresa.stanko@gmail.com

HOW TO REGISTER:
Girls on the Run www.girlsontherunsemi.org. 

The GOTR site will take you into Ann Arbor Rec/Ed
Registration Period: January 8th until February 10th.

NEW THIS YEAR: If you would like to apply for a scholarship 
you must apply through the Girls on the Run staff AND Rec/Ed. 

For questions, please contact the coaches.
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PTO Thrift Shop News
The Ann Arbor PTO Thrift Shop has reopened after some remodeling—be sure to check out the new 
store layout and the new donation drop-off area near the front entrance of the shop.  Mid-winter 
break is a great time to start your spring cleaning and collect donations for the PTO Thrift Shop! 
Please help Dicken’s Safety Patrol raise money for their projects by shopping at the Thrift Shop 
during the week of March 2-8 and placing your tokens in their jar!Questions? Contact Dicken’s Thrift 
Shop rep, Susan Farrell, at farrellso@comast.net. The Ann Arbor PTO Thrift Shop is located at 2280 
S. Industrial Hwy. All proceeds benefit Ann Arbor Public School Students!

What is Your Favorite Charity?
Do you have a favorite charity or volunteer organization that you would like to have our school 
thank? If so, please send in your ideas for us to consider for the service project in the future at 
dickenptopresident@gmail.com. Please contact us by February 14 so we can discuss. We are trying 
to incorporate new ideas into our classroom service projects in the coming parties and next year.

We Need Your Photos
If you have taken a picture of a school event, please send in your pictures that showcase our school 
events. The meet and greet, the picnic, the dash, the pumpkin patch, the auction, the ice cream 
social, Boxtops, Used book sale, WESO and any others you can think of. Send your photos between 
now and March 2nd to the DickenPTOAuction@gmail.com email address so we can showcase the PTO 
sponsored events in a slide show for the Silent Auction.

Dicken Data Submission Deadline
Our next Dicken Data is expected to be sent out on the THIRD Wednesday of the month (Wednesday, 
March 12, 2014). The deadline for next month’s Dicken Data is the SECOND Wednesday of the 
month (Wednesday, March 5, by the end of the day. Please submit articles at http://tinyurl.com/
dickendata. 

Suggestions and feedback always welcome—please feel free to e-mail Dicken Data Editor Jennifer 
Marx (dickendataeditor@gmail.com). 

Thank 
you!

NAAPID Jazzitry Assembly
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A non-pro�t resale shop with all proceeds bene�tting 
Ann Arbor Public Schools and student enrichment.

Find us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter

a2ptothriftshop.org

Mon-Fri 9-7
Sat 9-6    Sun 11-5

Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat 10-5   Sun 12-4

FREE
furniture pickup

call 996-9155

Athletic Equipment     Books     Clothing     Toys
Furniture     Household Goods and More

SHOP DONATE

2280 S. Industrial Hwy.  734-996-9155
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Going on vacation to
Walt Disney World?

Dicken Fourth Grader Alexander Marx is 
now a co-author of the award-winning, 
best-selling guidebook, PassPorter’s Walt 
Disney World 2014 (our 16th edition!)

Guidebooks are available at bookstores, including Amazon and Barnes & Noble, as 
well as at PassPorter.com. Get it as a print edition with cool organizer pockets and 
fold-out maps, or get the online edition for your tablet or book reader. Use code 
ALEXANDER at checkout in the PassPorter Store to save $5 off any print book.

We also have guidebooks for Disney Cruise Line, 
Disneyland, Disneyland Paris, Disney Vacation 
Club, plus books filled with tips, tricks, and 
ways to save money. 

Our web site is filled with thousands of free 
articles, photos, and tips, and we offer a free 
weekly newsletter and a community of 60,000 
members who can help you with your vacation.

PLUS ... we have a weekly podcast with the 
“PassPorter Moms” to talk about Disney, travel 
with kids, and more!

Check us out online at 
http://www.passporter.com 
and on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/passporter

Dicken Dash—Big Kahuna Sponsor
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60 calorie-crushing minutes, three times a week, is all it takes. But in that hour it’ll take everything you’ve got. The reward? 

Endurance. Toughness. Flexibility. And the confidence of knowing you can go the distance. That’s how you earn your TITLE. 

TITLEBoxingClub.com

LIZ | MOM / BLOGGER / POUND SLASHER

NOW OPEN In Ann Arbor & Brighton! Ann Arbor: 2115 W. Stadium Blvd. - Brighton: 8491 Grand River Ave.  |  734-274-9700  |  www.facebook.com/TITLEBoxingClubAnnArbor

Dicken Dash—Big Kahuna Sponsor


