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“Believe & Achieve” 

“Raising the achievement of all students while closing the educational 
achievement gap between the highest and lowest performing students”

Happy New Year!
Dear Dicken Dolphins, I first want to wish everyone a Happy New Year! I 
hope you all had a relaxing winter break with your children. Of course, I 
could see LOTS of smiling adult faces on Thursday, as parents happily sent their children to school 
after the lengthy time away and three additional snow days! My family had a very nice holiday 
season. My wife, Terri, and my three daughters, Morgan (30), Michelle (29) and Paige (23) flew off to 
the Cayman Islands for some pure relaxation and that’s all I am going to say. When we returned, we 
still had a whole week to recover from our vacation and shovel snow! The three snow days in a row 
were a record for the Ann Arbor Public Schools. The state gives us six snow days each year, so we 
still have a few left to use before we have to make up the days missed.

Snacks Policy
Please remember that Dicken has moved to fruit or vegetable snacks only. If your child’s teacher 
allows snacks in class, we ask those parents to send just fruits or vegetables with your child for a 
snack. This will help keep our classrooms clean and it is a healthy alternative for all students. We 
have not changed our lunch food policy.

Illnesses
January and February are the months of the year when we see a rise in Illnesses. We have seen 
a rise in flu and noro virus cases this year. Please keep your child home if any of the following 
symptoms are present: temperature of 100°F or higher, yellow or green discharge from nose, 
earache, discharge from eyes/pink or red eyes, bad or persistent cough, sore throat, rash – please 
have your doctor evaluate the rash to determine if it is contagious, upset stomach, diarrhea or 
vomiting. And your child should not return to school until: no elevated temperature for 24 hours, 
no vomiting or diarrhea for 24 hours, your child has been on antibiotics for 24 hours and he/she is 
symptom free for 24 hours. Finally always encourage your child to wash their hands with soap and 
water all of the time!

Thank you for helping the Ann Arbor Public School community and Dicken stay healthy!
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WESO
We kicked off this year’s Washtenaw Elementary Science Olympiad initiative on January 9th. Our 
WESO chair, Nicholas Hutchinson, sponsored an exhibit “walk-through” for all students featuring the 
categories that Science Olympiad will compete in this year on May 10th Registration flyers were sent 
home and are due back on January 24th. Our goal this year is to get as many students as possible 
to participate with an emphasis on underrepresented groups (females and children of color). Last 
year we broke our record for the number of students who took part in WESO. We wish to break that 
record again this year! As a school, Dicken competes very well among the 22 schools. Thanks to all 
of the parents who help to coach these events.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Thanks to all classroom teachers for incorporating MLK Jr. history lessons into their classes this 
month. Our third grade students performed an excellent concert entitled “A Documentary of the 
Life of Martin Luther King, Jr.” for our school and parents.

NWEA
Please remember that this assessment was suspended for the winter and will return in the Spring.

MEAP
Fall MEAP scores will not be released until the end of January. Parent will receive their child’s score 
in early February. 

NAAPID
Please mark your calendars for Monday, February 10th. On that day we will host our annual celebra-
tion of National African American Parent Involvement Day (NAAPID). Our celebration is intended for 
all Dicken families and parents and other important adults are welcome to spend all or part of your 
day with us. A paper invitation will be coming home soon. We will have a continental Breakfast in 
the morning, an all school assembly featuring Vincent York & Jazzistry, which gives lecture perfor-
mances and workshops in African American Music, Arts and Jazz and a special luncheon for parents. 
Students will have their grade level Jazzistry workshops on February 4th and 5th. 
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Picking up or dropping off
I cannot stress this enough: If you are picking up or dropping off your child/ren in the parent parking 
lot of Carol street, please remember:
 • You must park in a parking spot — DO NOT drop your child off in the middle of the lot and have 

them run in between two parked cars!
 • You must cross your child to the sidewalk if you are parked in a parking spot — DO NOT tell your 

child to cross the lot on their own.
 • You MAY drop your child off along the sidewalk between our ‘Green Safety Men” DO NOT leave 

your car parked ALONG THAT AREA and run into school or stand outside and talk with friends—
park in a legal spot to go into the school or talk with friends.

 • You MAY NOT block a resident’s driveway OR park in their driveway while you are dropping off 
or waiting for your child along the streets around Dicken. (Need I say more? This is not being 
respectful of residents.) We have had too many “close calls” with students lately in our parking 
lot. PLEASE follow the rules above so every child and adult will be safe.

Weather
WOW! The weather has definitely changed. Please be aware of the temperature and make sure 
your child is dressed to go outside every day. Please remember hats, gloves, and boots. When 
winter weather causes school closings or bus service cancellations for Ann Arbor Public Schools, 
announcements are made over various radio and television stations: Tune into WAAM—1600AM, 
WTKA—1050AM, WQKL—107.1FM, WUOM 91.7FM, WEMU—89.1FM, WJR—760 AM, CATV Channel 10. 
Also, local television channels 2, 4 and 7. You may also call the school closing hot line at 994-8684 or 
the district web page: http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us. School Messenger will also call your home. 

Speaking of snow, our one rule is that snow stays on the ground. Thanks for reinforcing this with your 
children at home. There are consequences for throwing snowballs (missing recess). If your child wants 
to lie down on their “bottom”, they must wear snow pants OR bring a note from you saying they have 
your permission to stay in their regular clothes. We say, “If you get wet, you stay wet!” to our students. 

Early Dismissal
If school must be dismissed EARLY due to deteriorating winter weather conditions, the decision to 
dismiss school after it begins is even trickier. This decision is never made lightly and we MUST be 
able to reach parents / guardians by phone. PLEASE UPDATE all phone numbers in Power School and 
on your child’s EMERGENCY CARD today, and keep them current throughout the year. Should we ever 
need to close school early, we MUST be able to call someone authorized to care for your child. We 
will begin with the first phone contact listed and work our way through the numbers you provide. 
Also, make sure that you have developed a course of action for your child should you not be able to 
get home before they do. Discuss and review this routine with everyone involved. Planning NOW in 
the event of an early school closing will help give you peace of mind if ever this happens.

Kindergarten Gingerbread 
Man Plan



Exceptional Staff, Exceptional Students, Exceptional Parents!

Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 4 Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 5

Snow Days - How does our district make a “Snow Day” decision?
When rough winter weather is in the forecast, the following occurs while we are asleep!

• Throughout the evening, weather conditions are monitored via Internet, TV, radio, and an 
informal network of other transportation directors throughout the area. If warranted, a call is 
made to the district’s snow routes team to go into action.

• At 2:00 am, three transportation Supervisors and the Teamster Union Steward meet with the 
director of transportation at the transportation terminal. Each of these 4 individuals is a highly 
experienced driver, with years behind the wheel of a school bus.

• By 2:30 am, they’re on the road in four different buses.
• Over the next hour or so, the buses will follow four predetermined routes to the four corners 

of the district. The drivers will radio back comments from locations along the route, which will 
be recorded in the dispatch center. At the same time, the director of transportation will be 
fielding more cell calls from other districts.

• This team will drive well-lit city avenues, the interstate highway, and some remote gravel 
roads. They’ll stop and walk the sidewalks at schools and check the conditions in subdivisions 
and neighborhoods.

• By 3:45 am, the drivers will report back to the transportation terminal. Each driver will be 
polled and record their perceptions. The only question is, “Can we safely open school, and get 
them back home?”

• One last tour of the cell phone circuit to other schools, and then it’s time to wake up the 
Superintendent.

The Superintendent will be presented with the recommendation based on all input and evidence. 
After reviewing all the information, the Superintendent makes the final decision. This is the process 
used to determine the viability of the area roads to deliver AAPS students safely to and from school. 
The decision to close school is made with thought and consideration for everyone’s safety. 

A Word About Wind Chills 
• On days when the temperature and/or wind chill are below 0ºF: Students will not have recess 

outside
• On days when the temperature and/or wind chill are below -20ºF (20 below zero): schools will 

be closed

Staff Professional Development Day 
Staff Professional Development Day is scheduled for Tuesday, January 28th. There will be no school 
for students on this day. Dicken staff will be engaged in Staff Development centered on our District’s 
Priorities. Thank you for allowing our staff to work and learn together during the school day.
Second Semester Student Count Day
Count Day is Wednesday, February 12th, 2014. During our fall count we registered 365 students at 
Dicken. Currently we are down to 360 students. I am hopeful that between now and Count day we 
will gain a few more students so that our current staffing allocations remain constant.

Mid-Winter Break 
Break begins at the end of the day on Friday, February 14th. School resumes on Monday, February 24th.

Kindergarten Round Up
Round up is scheduled for February 27th at 6:00 pm. Please spread the word to your neighbors who 
might have future Dicken kindergartners at home. We want to make sure to invite them all.



Exceptional Staff, Exceptional Students, Exceptional Parents!

Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 5

Lost and Found
Lost and Found is growing! The lost items are piling up in the boxes near the main office. There are 
some very expensive pieces of clothing that need to be claimed and taken home. Please check out 
the items and claim yours before we turn over the remaining unclaimed items to the Salvation Army 
or Purple Heart on February 28th, 2014. Also, if you have time, always label your child’s clothing 
items so that we can easily notify you of lost items.

Bullying
Our state legislature has instituted a mandatory “No Bullying Curriculum” for all schools. As a staff, 
we have taught, “Take a Stand” anti-bullying curriculum in every classroom and we will be reviewing 
it again in March. Thus it would be a good idea for all parents to be aware of this. You as parents 
should be able to recognize bullying behaviors. So here are some quick items for discussion:
 • It would be a very good idea given the fact that spring brings about vigorous outside behaviors 

to revisit your no-bullying expectations at home and around the neighborhood.
 • Prioritize and model for your child positive problem solving behaviors.
 • Remember, bullying comes in many forms; isolation and/or non inclusion on and off the 

playground and around the neighborhood is a form of bullying.
 • Bullying can also occur via the Internet... know 

what your child is writing and reading on FaceBook, 
Snapchat, and other social media outlets.

Internet Security
Just a quick reminder to always know what your children 
are looking at when they are on the Internet. There 
are people who prowl the Internet looking for innocent 
children. Please be mindful of Internet safety protocols.

Thank You to Dicken Staff and Students
We would like to thank the Dicken staff for doing an excellent job in educating our students these 
past several months. The staff is dedicated to teaching “our kids” and their efforts are paying off. 
They also spend numerous hours participating in other activities outside of the classroom that give 
students a complete educational experience. 

We also need to acknowledge our students who are exhibiting excellent work habits and behavior 
in classrooms, hallways, and school activities. Most of our students strive to do their best each 
and every day. They place a premium on getting a quality education and establishing healthy 
relationships with their peers.

I look forward to a great 2014 with all Dicken Dolphins Families!

Thanks!
Principal Madison

Dicken School’s positive, safe environment and strong, measurable academic 
focus empowers our diverse community of students to achieve their personal best 

as lifelong learners.”
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Community of Cultures 2014 - Volunteers Needed
We will soon be starting to make plans for this year’s Community of Cultures events, to take place 
in April. Through Community of Cultures, we celebrate the many and diverse cultures in our Dicken 
community, and also provide Dicken students with a glimpse of life in other countries. Please 
contact Mary Janevic (mjanevic@umich.edu) for more information or if you are planning to attend 
the first planning committee meeting on Sunday, January 26 from 2:00-3:00 pm at Panera, 903 W. 
Eisenhower Pkwy (Colonnade shopping center).

Winter Walk
The Winter Walk is a beautiful winter event that showcasees our children’s vase art work. This 
serene event is a great way to connect with parents and kids at school for a peaceful walk of 
glowing candle lights in these special vases. This year’s Winter Walk will be Feb 11th from 7-8 with 
the back up date of Feb 13th. We will walk around the school and through the habitat garden as 
well. The Friends of Dicken Woods have asked us to take over this event. We took over the inside 
hot cocca and treats last year. If you are able to bake something or bring something, please contact 
Allison Hartung, our Hospitality Coordinator, at allysonhartung@yahoo.com. We will also need 
parents to help setup the Luminaries the night of from about 5-7 pm. We also need volunteers to run 
the snack table. If you have a middle schooler that would be willing to help there, that is fine. Just 
one adult at each slot please. If you are able to help, please sign-up at www.SignUpGenius.com/
go/70A0C44ADAA5-winter3. Thank you for your support!

Vision & Hearing Screening
The Washtenaw County Health Department will be at Dicken from January 29th – February 3rd 
conducting Vision & Hearing screenings on our students. A short questionnaire will be going home to 
parents via backpack mail that we need returned by Friday, January 24th.

Fourth Grade Winter Musical
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Silent Auction - The Month of Jazz
The Silent Auction is a great time to get together as adults and have some fun, while raising money 
for our school. The committee is underway but we are always looking for new ideas and people to 
help with some of the many small tasks that make up the auction. For those of you that are new to 
the school, the auction is an event that is an adult-only event that includes enjoying some food and 
drink while silently bidding on many great items. Some of the include items made by each of the 
classrooms, or principal for a day or any number of wonderful items that are donated by the local 
business that surround us. The evening ends in a rousing live auction for some of the top items like 
Disney tickets or murder mystery dinners (examples from years past).

The Silent Auction is held at Lake Forest Country club on the evening of March 8, 2014. This auction 
relies on our great parent resources to help us follow up with the local business that have already 
been contacted to see what they are willing to donate, picking it up, and helping to package it for 
a great auction item! Or you can get together with a few families and purchase something off our 
wish list (a sign-up genius that you will get from the Blast). Now is a good time to look over that list 
and get some great deals for the auction, during all the end of year sales. Or you can work with the 
committee and pick up promised items for us already. Each grade also contributes to the auction 
with a class basket, which your room parents will be contacting you about shortly.

So mark your calendars and be ready for a fun adult night out!! If you would like any more 
information, please contact Theda Joffe (thedabat@sbcglobal.net) or Melissa Sieler (mseiler@
summit-academy.com) for more information or ways you can help! Have a great holiday!!

Inside the Gym
I hope everyone had a great winter break! As we finally get back to school, we will be starting our 
Bowling Unit. We get lanes, pins and bowling balls from Colonial Lanes. There are a lot of great 
bowling activities that we will be doing! With winter here, your child will probably be wearing boots 
to school. It’s important that on days they have gym that they also bring their gym shoes. Wearing 
the proper shoes will decrease the chance of an injury. Here is when your child has PE:

Rossi M, Tu, F
Brann M, Thurs.
Miller M, Thurs.
Bankey M, Wed
Vollmer M, Tu
Hane M,Wed, Thurs, Fri
Michelson/Klein M, Tu, Wed, Fri
Orr M, Wed, Thurs, Fri
Bahr Tu, Wed, Thurs, Fri
Murphy Tu, Fri
Brogno Tu, Fri
Gargaro Tu, Wed
Thomas Tu, Wed, Thurs, Fri
Mendoza Wed, Thurs, Fri
Maus Wed, Thurs, Fri

Future Events

Jan.- Bowling
Feb.- Jump Rope For Heart, Land of the Lost, 
Fitness Gram Testing
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Girls On The Run
Registration is now open for GIRLS ON THE RUN! This exciting 10-week program at Dicken is open 
to all 3rd-5th grade girls and will meet after school on Tuesdays and Thursdays from 4:00–5:30 pm, 
from March 11th through May 15th. All participants will receive a healthy snack at each lesson, a 
program T-shirt, water bottle, and entry into the incredible Girls on the Run 5K on Sunday, May 18th. 
 
Girls will be inspired to be joyful, healthy and confident using a fun, experience-based curriculum 
which integrates running. We have two wonderful Dicken moms who are trained to teach life skills, 
such as resisting peer pressure, making healthy decisions and contributing to the community. To read 
more and to register, please go to www.girlsontherunsemi.org or call (734) 712-5640. Registration 
closes on February 10th. Scholarships are available. 

 
Register Now!

3rd, 4th, and 5th Grade Girls

It will be a time for girls to gather and have fun while learning about running, 
working together as a group, and some fun games included. 

In addition, a healthy snack is provided. 

We have a fabulous Girls On The Run program at Dicken!

WHERE: 
Dicken Elementary 

WHEN: 
March 11, 2014 - May 15, 2014

Tuesday and Thursdays - immediately after school 
4:00–5:30 pm

COACHES: 
Casey Hyde - cjmahaffy@gmail.com

  Theresa Stanko - theresa.stanko@gmail.com

HOW TO REGISTER:
Girls on the Run www.girlsontherunsemi.org. 

The GOTR site will take you into Ann Arbor Rec/Ed
Registration Period: January 8th until February 10th.

NEW THIS YEAR: If you would like to apply for a scholarship 
you must apply through the Girls on the Run staff AND Rec/Ed. 

For questions, please contact the coaches.
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Flu Vaccine Available
There’s still plenty of flu vaccine available and Michigan public health officials are urgently pleading 
residents to get a flu shot if they haven’t already.

Influenza (also known as the flu) is a contagious respiratory illness caused by flu viruses. The flu is 
different from a cold. The flu usually comes on suddenly. People who have the flu often feel some or 
all of these symptoms:

• Fever* or feeling feverish/chills
• Cough
• Sore throat
• Runny or stuffy nose
• Muscle or body aches
• Headaches
• Fatigue (tiredness)
• Some people may have vomiting and diarrhea, though this is more common in children than 

adults.
* It’s important to note that not everyone with flu will have a fever.

Please consider consulting with your doctor about your family members getting the flu vaccine!

Service Squad
After a typhoon devastated the Philippines in early November, the Dicken Service 
Squad felt compelled to sponsor a penny drive in our community in order to raise 
funds for the American Red Cross. The first-third graders, led by Ms. Bauman 
and Ms. Brogno, spread the word about our initiative by making posters to hang 
throughout the building. Once the money came in, the Service Squad sorted 
the coins and helped count the total. Their hard work paid off, and with the 
generous support of the Dicken community, they raised $337.76! Way to make a 
difference, Dicken Service Squad!

Dicken Data Submission Deadline
Our next Dicken Data is expected to be sent out on the 
THIRD Wednesday of the month (Wednesday, February 
12, 2014). The deadline for next month’s Dicken Data 
is the SECOND Wednesday of the month (Wednesday, 
February 5, by the end of the day. Please submit 
articles at http://tinyurl.com/dickendata. 

Suggestions and feedback always welcome—please 
feel free to e-mail Dicken Data Editor Jennifer Marx 
(dickendataeditor@gmail.com). 

Thank you!
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A non-pro�t resale shop with all proceeds bene�tting 
Ann Arbor Public Schools and student enrichment.

Find us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter

a2ptothriftshop.org

Mon-Fri 9-7
Sat 9-6    Sun 11-5

Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat 10-5   Sun 12-4

FREE
furniture pickup

call 996-9155

Athletic Equipment     Books     Clothing     Toys
Furniture     Household Goods and More

SHOP DONATE

2280 S. Industrial Hwy.  734-996-9155
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Going on vacation to
Walt Disney World?

Dicken Fourth Grader Alexander Marx is 
now a co-author of the award-winning, 
best-selling guidebook, PassPorter’s Walt 
Disney World 2014 (our 16th edition!)

Guidebooks are available at bookstores, including Amazon and Barnes & Noble, as 
well as at PassPorter.com. Get it as a print edition with cool organizer pockets and 
fold-out maps, or get the online edition for your tablet or book reader. Use code 
ALEXANDER at checkout in the PassPorter Store to save $5 off any print book.

We also have guidebooks for Disney Cruise Line, 
Disneyland, Disneyland Paris, Disney Vacation 
Club, plus books filled with tips, tricks, and 
ways to save money. 

Our web site is filled with thousands of free 
articles, photos, and tips, and we offer a free 
weekly newsletter and a community of 60,000 
members who can help you with your vacation.

PLUS ... we have a weekly podcast with the 
“PassPorter Moms” to talk about Disney, travel 
with kids, and more!

Check us out online at 
http://www.passporter.com 
and on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/passporter

Dicken Dash—Big Kahuna Sponsor
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60 calorie-crushing minutes, three times a week, is all it takes. But in that hour it’ll take everything you’ve got. The reward? 

Endurance. Toughness. Flexibility. And the confidence of knowing you can go the distance. That’s how you earn your TITLE. 

TITLEBoxingClub.com

LIZ | MOM / BLOGGER / POUND SLASHER

NOW OPEN In Ann Arbor & Brighton! Ann Arbor: 2115 W. Stadium Blvd. - Brighton: 8491 Grand River Ave.  |  734-274-9700  |  www.facebook.com/TITLEBoxingClubAnnArbor

Dicken Dash—Big Kahuna Sponsor


