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“Believe & Achieve” 

“Raising the achievement of all students while closing the educational 
achievement gap between the highest and lowest performing students”

Learning Time
During the month of November we settle down for a three-week stretch of 
learning time before our Thanksgiving Holiday. Please help your child use 
this time wisely. This is also the month that all parents had the opportunity 
to meet with their child’s teacher. Thank you for attending these conferences.

Dicken Dash 
Thank you to the Dash Committee composed of 
Jennifer Brogno, Stephanie Comai, Kirstin Queen, Peggy 
Sheagren, Jennifer Streeter, and Bethany Williston. 
Under their leadership we were able to accomplish the 
following: Dicken Dashers ran 365 miles, donated $600 
to C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, and raised $18,400 for 
our school!!!!!!! ($19,000 minus donation to Mott.) The 
$18,400 will comprise over 80% of the funds required by 
the PTO for this school year! Special thank you to Kirstin 
Queen. 

Make a Difference Work Day & Recess Gardeners
I would like to thank the following volunteers for their tremendous help the day of the “Make a 
Difference” workday: Bonnie Kerber, Laite Odetola, Janine Hutchinson, Souraya Soufi, Widad Elamin, 
Jeanie Wilson, Lilian Anderson, Carolyn Herrmann, Stacey Johns, and Leisa Thompson. There were 
many other parents/grandparents that came out with their student to assist with planting sedges, 
hiking in the Dicken Woods, or making seed ball that we’d like to thank also. Together these 
volunteers helped make a difference for our Dicken Dolphins on our all school workday and we are 
very grateful. I would also like to thank Michele Loewe and Mary Duff Silverman for the outstanding 
service to making Make a Difference Work Day and Recess Gardeners a success this year. All students 
have benefited from these two enriching activities.
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Halloween Parade and Pumpkin Patch
Weren’t both a blast? The weather was damp for the parade, so we held it indoors! The kids were 
very flexible and the parade was held without a problem. Great costumes, fun parties, and good 
times. Thanks for following the Halloween Costume guidelines, keeping Halloween candy at home 
after Halloween, and donating so many wonderful costumes for Dicken students who needed a 
costume. Special thanks to Tenagne Fields and the 5th grade parents for sponsoring Pumpkin Patch. 
I would also like to thank the room parents as they organized dozens of cards and over 200 gift bags 
made by Dicken students for the children of Mott’s Children’s Hospital and their siblings who were 
not able to trick or treat as usual.  They were greatly appreciative of this donation. 

Picture Retakes
November 12th was picture retake day for those folks who were not satisfied with their child’s 
school picture this year or whose child was absent. These retakes should arrive in the building by 
the end of the month. All students received a picture booklet and all will receive a Yearbook at the 
end of the year. Thanks to Natalie Ruelle for chairing Picture Day this 
year.

Preparedness Drills
During November we will continue to practice our Fire, Severe Weather, 
and Lock Down Drills. I want to thank all of you for your support in 
advance during these practices. The students have done a fabulous job 
listening to their teacher’s directions and staying calm. The staff has 
been stellar following our practiced protocol for Shelter in Place and 
Lock Downs. While the protocols may seem tedious we take our job 
seriously to ensure that all students are safe and accounted for. Again it is important to emphasize 
to your children that the drills we do (fire, severe weather, and lock down) need to be taken 
seriously.

Dicken All School Potluck
I hope that you will able to join us for our annual Potluck, which will be held on Thursday, November 
21st from 6:00 to 8:00 pm. We are hoping for an amazing and diverse sampling of dishes and meals 
from the many cultures that Dicken School represents! Thanks to Rob Fanzine for chairing this event.

Thanksgiving Meals
Dicken is fortunate to have three partners in excellence who have 
volunteered to supply Thanksgiving Baskets for Dicken families: Knox 
Church, Comerica Bank and Cooley Law Schools will deliver these meals to 
Dicken on Monday, Nov. 18th and Tuesday, Nov. 19th. Parents will be able 
to pick them up Monday afternoon and all day Tuesday.  If you are in need 
of a Thanksgiving Basket, please call the office by November 15th. We will 
reserve a meal for you as supplies last.

Lost and Found
The lost items are piling up in the boxes near the main office. There are some very expensive pieces 
of clothing that need to be claimed and brought home. Please check out the items and claim your 
items before we turn over the remaining unclaimed items to the Salvation Army or Purple Heart on 
Monday, December 2, 2013. Remember to always label your child’s belongings.



Exceptional Staff, Exceptional Students, Exceptional Parents!

Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 3

Fall Report Cards
 • All children will receive a report card on Tuesday, November 26th in their backpacks. Hopefully 

you will take time to review this report with your child. To help you better read and understand 
the report letter, keep in mind the following:

 • In the K-2 report letter, B-Beginning, D-Developing, and S-Secure at fall, winter, and spring 
intervals, reflects writing progress. Children are unique and sometimes master the outcomes 
quickly. Other times they need more practice and opportunity for learning. When a student 
masters an outcome, it will be marked S-Secure. Students are expected to master the grade level 
outcomes by the end of the year. You will notice the shaded boxes, which indicate the time of 
year the outcome will usually be assessed.

 • Progress in writing on the 3-5 reports is reflected by B-Beginning, D-Developing, and S-Secure at 
fall, winter and spring intervals. The outcomes should be secure by Spring marking period.

 • The K-2 report letters also show your child’s instructional reading level. A description of the text 
level appears in the dialogue box to help parents understand the level of text difficulty. The 
last box on the page will indicate whether a student is “on target”, “below target” or “above 
target”.

 • Reading levels are not reported after second grade. Instead, 3-5 report letters list end of 
year outcomes in parentheses. Each reporting period will indicate progress as B-Beginning, 
D-Developing and S-Secure at fall, winter and spring intervals.

 • Your child’s “Attendance” can be found in the upper right hand corner of the first page of the 
report card. It shows absences and tardies so you can check your child’s attendance in our school 
through the first report card marking period. If your child had no absences or tardies, he/she will 
have 0’s in this area.

• It is important for you to point out what you are proud of as well as make sure your child 
understands what areas he/she needs to improve upon. Setting realistic goals with children now 
can help keep them focused. Your support can make a big difference in your child’s success at 
school. As always, if you have questions about your child’s report card, please contact their 
teacher.

Gift Policy
With the approach of the holiday season, it is important for us to remind all parents and families 
that School Board Policy prohibits gifts to teachers other than those of a token nature. Even though 
students sometimes exhibit excitement and eagerness during this time of year, we must remain 
focused on learning in the classroom. Our Winter Break is scheduled for December 23rd through 
January 3rd. School will resume on January 6th, 2014. 

Parent Participation
Parent participation is crucial to student success. It is wonderful to see so many families here in our 
school throughout the week. Please continue to support your child and their teaching team through 
the many ways available. Did you know you are supporting your child’s education when you; 
1. Read to your child?
2. Communicate important information to your child’s teacher?
3. Volunteer in the classroom?
4. Attend school wide family activities?
5. Have conversations with your child about their day?
6. Become involved in parent committees/governing boards? 
The list is endless. 
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Energy Reminder & Dressing for Cold Weather
The district will be dialing down the temperatures of the buildings from 68°-72°F to 66°-70°F 
during school hours only. It will also be cooler after school and on weekends. These efforts will save 
the district over $50,000 to a $100,000 each month. Thus, please make sure to dress your child 
accordingly each and every day. We encourage students to wear sweatshirts, sweaters, or fleece 
jackets to stay warm and comfortable in our building this fall till we turn the boiler on.

Upcoming Calendar Notes
Nov. 15th LSNC 3rd grade “In Cold Blood” nature presentations
Nov. 21st 4th Grade filed trip to EMU Chem. Lab

Multi Cultural Potluck 6:00 – 8:00 pm
Nov. 22nd LSNC 4th grade “Nature’s Recyclers” nature presentations

1st & 2nd Grade Movie Night, 6:30 – 8:00 pm
Nov. 26th Elementary Report Cards sent home in Backpacks
Nov. 27th – 29th Thanksgiving Holiday Break, No school 
Dec. 3rd PTO Mtg, 7 – 9 pm, Jeannie Wilson’s Home
Dec. 4th Dicken Data Submission due date
 Comerica Youth Savings Banking day 8:30 – 9:00 am

Super Science Day - Grades 1-5
Superintendent Listen & Learn parent Forum, 6:30 – 8:30 pm

Dec. 5th 4th Grade Vocal Music Assembly – 1:30 pm
4th Grade Vocal Music Concert – 7:00 pm

Dec. 6th Super Science Day – Kindergarten 
3rd & 4th Grade Movie Night, 6:30 – 8:00 pm

Dec. 10th PTO Community Night Out at Big Boys
Dec. 11th December Issue of Dicken Data Published

Dicken Staff and Students 
I would like to thank the Dicken staff for doing an excellent job in educating our students these 
past several months. The staff is dedicated to teaching our kids, and their efforts are paying off. 
They also spend numerous hours participating in other activities outside of the classroom that give 
students a complete educational experience. 

We also need to acknowledge our students who, for the most part, are exhibiting excellent work 
habits and behavior in classrooms, hallways, and school activities. Most of our students strive to do 
their best each and every day. They place a premium on getting a quality education and establishing 
healthy relationships with their peers.

Thanks!
Principal Madison 

“Dicken School’s positive, safe environment and strong, measurable 
academic focus empowers our diverse community of students to achieve 
their full potential as lifelong learners.” 
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Washtenaw County Health Department Fact Sheet
When Should a Child be Kept Home or Sent Home from School for Illness? Parents often ask when a 
child should be kept at home or sent home from school or childcare for illness. Here are SIX reasons 
a child should stay home or be picked up from childcare or school as soon as possible.

1. Fever: If a child has a temperature of 100°F or above (taken by mouth); 101°F or above (taken by ear); 99°F or 
above (taken under the arm).

2. Two loose bowel movements: even if there are no other signs of illness. Exception: This may occasionally be caused 
by new foods a child has eaten or teething. 

3. Vomiting: Any vomiting is a reason to send a child home or keep a child home. Exception: babies may spit up 
following a feeding- this is not vomiting. Motion sickness (from use of play equipment or riding in a car or other 
vehicle) that goes away after motion stops would not be a reason to send a child home or keep a child home.

4. Rash: a health care provider should check any rash illness. Any fine, red, or blotchy rash on the face, trunk or arms 
and legs is a reason to send a child home or keep a child home. There are different rules for returning to childcare 
or school depending on the cause of the rash. A child with scarlet fever should be treated with antibiotics for 24 
hours before returning to childcare or school. If a health care provider diagnoses a child as having Fifth disease, the 
child does not need to stay home if s/he feels well. Exception: Allergic rash and 
mild diaper rash that are already known to the parent are not reasons to send a 
child home or keep a child home.

5. Crying and complaining for a long time: Anytime a child is not herself or himself 
and is complaining about discomforts; or the child is cranky and crying more 
than usual.

6. Injury: Whenever an injury is serious enough to need a health care provider’s 
attention, a parent should be contacted to take the child home. 

Caregivers should:
 • Isolate children if they have any of the above symptoms.
 • Wash hands well to prevent the spread of disease to caregivers and other 

children.
 • Use a paper towel to turn off faucets and open bathroom doors and then dispose 

of the paper towel in the wastebasket.
 • Encourage parents to keep children home if they are ill. While not an emergency 

situation (no need to have the child picked up immediately), children with the following diseases should remain at 
home until successfully treated: impetigo, lice, pink eye, pinworms, ringworm, scabies, and thrush (Candida).

This fact sheet is for information only and is not meant to be used for self -diagnosis or as a 
substitute or consultation with a health care provider. For more information, call your health care 
provider or call Washtenaw County Public Health at 734-544-6700. Visit our website at: http:// 
publichealth.eWashtenaw.org Or the Centers for Disease Control & Prevention at: www.cdc.gov 
Washtenaw County Public Health 555 Towner, Ypsilanti, MI 48198 

PTO Thrift Shop News
Dicken’s Student Council will be participating in Show Your Support at the Ann Arbor PTO Thrift Shop 
the week of December 8. Be sure to visit the shop that week; you’ll earn one token for every $5 
spent, so be sure to put your tokens in the Student Council’s jar! They’ll be using the money they 
earn for projects that support both Dicken and our community.

And don’t forget about the Thrift Shop’s partnership with Office Depot. When you shop at Office 
Depot, show the loyalty card attached to this issue of the Dicken Data, and let them know you’re 
supporting Dicken Elementary. Four percent of your purchase will be paid to Dicken’s PTO via the 
Thrift Shop distribution payments that occur three times each school year. In addition, Office Depot 
will donate 5% of your purchase to Ann Arbor Public Schools for a total of 9% donated! You can even 
give an Office Depot loyalty card to your friends, family, and neighbors and ask them to support 
Dicken. Questions? Contact Dicken’s Thrift Shop rep, Susan Farrell, at farrellso@comcast.net.
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Thankful: A Letter from the PTO Co-Presidents
There is no doubt about it, winter is around the corner. 
We have just completed the first two months of this 
school year. It is amazing to think back on all we have 
accomplished already. We have met new teachers and 
friends. We have pulled together as a community to 
volunteer for all the wonderful things that our school offers 
to enrich our children’s learning experience. We have had a 
school picnic to get together as families. Some classrooms 
have already gone on a field trip or two. We have raised 
over $19000 dollars for our kids this year. Our kids have 
had some healthy and fun experiences from the Dicken Dash. We have had a great school party with 
the pumpkin patch and Halloween parade. And we, the PTO, have been working together with the 
principal, staff, volunteers and more to continue to set up a year full of fun and adventure for every 
kid at school.
With all that we have accomplished so far, I would like to take a minute and step back. This is the 
season of Thanksgiving. I would like to take some time to be thankful.

   • I am thankful for our principal, Mr. Madison.
   • I am thankful for our great staff and teachers.
   • I am thankful for our energetic and enthusiastic children, who meet challenges big and small 

to rise to the occasion and work hard everyday.
   • I am thankful for our amazing group of volunteers that come from so many places; parent, 

grandparents, high school students and more
   • I am thankful that we can give back in big and small ways.
   • I am thankful for our supportive community.
   • I am thankful for all the wonderful families that our school brings together.
   • I am thankful for YOU.

So as we continue through this month, take some 
time to be thankful for all the helping hands that 
touch our children each day. We each have the 
ability to contribute to our children’s education by 
teaching them the value of paying it forward, in any 
small way. For it is only as a school and community 
that we can work to accomplish all that we can for 
our children. As the PTO moves forward through 
the year, please be aware that we are thankful for 
your input and ideas. We are so grateful that we are 
able to work with the school and families that bring 
our children’s education to the richest and fullest 
experience it can be. Please know we are riding high 
on the energy of children and work to fulfill all that 
we can for each and everyone of them.

Sincerely,
Maggi Kennel and Rachel Francisco
Dicken PTO Co-Presidents
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Dicken Dash Update
Thank you, Dicken Community! The 2nd Annual Dicken Dash was a tremendous success in so many 
ways. Thank you for not only supporting, but embracing this new fundraiser and making it such a 
truly astounding success this year.

Dash highlights include:

First, your students were AMAZING during the Dash - 
demonstrating drive to complete laps and incredible spirit as 
they cheered each other on. We thought the event was such fun, 
and can’t thank the community enough for your support, your 
participation and your generosity.

Second, our school ran 365 miles during Dash (FITNESS, CHECK)!

Third, our Dicken Dashers were so successful in their fundraising, we were 
able to donate $600 to C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital!!! (GIVE BACK TO THE 
COMMUNITY, CHECK)

Fourth, your students raised $18,400 for our school! ($19,000 minus donation to Mott) (WILDLY 
SUCCESSFUL FUNDRAISER, DOUBLE CHECK!) The remaining $18,400 will comprise over 80% of the 
funds required by the PTO for this school year! Congratulations and thank you for your outstanding 
support for Dicken.
 
When the dust cleared, the clear winner in this fundraising contest between the classroom teams 
was: Ms. Hane’s Hot Rods! They were pursued closely by Ms. Rossi’s Roadrunners who finished in 
second place, and Ms Brann’s Runners of Awesomeness rounded out the leaderboard in third place! 
Congratulations also to our top three student fundraisers: Jack Hartung, Ryan Queen, and Luke Loeffler.

ADDITIONAL THANK YOUS
Sometimes our publishing due dates are not in alignment with late-breaking updates, so the Dash 
Committee wanted to extend additional thank yous:
1. We had a few last-minute Dash Day volunteers sign up to help make the day amazing. Thank you 

to: Julia Weinberg, Lisa Murray, Adrienne Licata, and Maggi Kennel.
2. Thanks goes to Amy Robbins for tracking down a tricky matching donation for us!
3. A special shout out goes to three awesome PTO Board Members: Rob Frazine for managing our 

off-cadence Blasts; Jen Eyer for assisting with both the PayPal installation on our PTO website 
and updating instructions on the website to help guide sponsors; and of course, Amy Nelson for 
diligently managing not only ENORMOUS deposits the past few weeks, but also providing our 
accounting team with wonderful PayPal donation summaries on a timely basis.

4. Thank you to the wonderful Room Parents who decorated, made Dash Day props, signage, 
cheered on the Dashers, and assisted with essential communications!

With gratitude and appreciation,

Dicken Dash Committee
Kirstin Queen, Jennifer Streeter, Jen Brogno, Peggy Sheagren, Bethany Williston, and Stephanie 
Comai 
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Service Squad Up and Running!
We would like to acknowledge our awesome Dicken Service Squad comprised of 1st–3rd graders who 
have already started to plan for their first project! We will be collecting items for care packages to 
send to our troops over the holidays. Look for more information in the hallways on posters and in 
the PTO email blast! As always, thanks for all your support!

Jennifer Brogno and Liz Bauman
Service Squad Co-Chairs

Inside the Gym
We’ve been having a lot of fun in PE! Some of the things we’ve done so far are, Fitness Gram 
Testing, Scooter Activities, Team Building Activities, Tag Games, Ball Games, Basketball and much 
more. The kids work hard and enjoy coming to class

With winter on its way, your child will probably be wearing boots to school. It’s important that on 
days they have gym that they also bring their gym shoes. Wearing the proper shoes will decrease the 
chance of an injury. Here is when your child has PE:

Rossi M, Tu, F
Brann M, Thurs.
Miller M, Thurs.
Bankey M, Wed
Vollmer M, Tu
Hane M,Wed, Thurs, Fri
Michelson/Klein M, Tu, Wed, Fri
Orr M, Wed, Thurs, Fri
Bahr Tu, Wed, Thurs, Fri
Murphy Tu, Fri
Brogno Tu, Fri
Gargaro Tu, Wed
Thomas Tu, Wed, Thurs, Fri
Mendoza Wed, Thurs, Fri
Maus Wed, Thurs, Fri

Future Events

Nov.- Thanksgiving Games
Dec-. Holiday Games, Hockey
Jan.- Bowling
Feb.- Jump Rope For Heart, Land of the Lost, Fitness Gram Testing

Rob Maier
P.E. Teacher
Dicken
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Make a Difference Day
After 5 months of planning, the Make A Difference workday became a reality this Oct 24. The 
workday was planned with four goals in mind:

1. To provide an opportunity for students to take part in a national day of service “Make A 
Difference Day”.

2. Create a hands-on service learning opportunity that teachers could connect to K-4 science 
curriculum and social studies.

3. Beautify our schoolyard.
4. Demonstrate ways students can care for their local land.

During our first annual school wide “Make A Difference” 
workday, students K-3 tossed seed balls on the schoolyard 
or in Dicken Woods to help increase habitat for pollinators. 
In real estate it’s location, location, location and for 
monarchs and other wildlife it’s habitat, habitat, habitat. 
We are unfortunately losing habitat for wildlife at a rapid 
pace, an estimated 2.2 million acres per year. During the 
Oct 24th learning service project, Dicken students helped 
to restore some habitat with the mission to“Bring Back The 
Monarchs.” 

During recess, fifth graders were invited to donate 
their time to plant native flowers that support Monarch 
butterflies in Dicken’s new Butterfly Garden. This project 
qualifies our schoolyard to be certified as a Monarch 
Waystation. To learn more about Monarch Waystations you 
can visit www.monarchwatch.org/waystations/ .

And finally, all the fourth grade students and 
Mrs. Orr’s third grade class participated in 
Natural Area Preservation (NAP) staff lead 
work projects that included planting sedges 
and wood chipping trails to help beautify the 
entrances to Dicken Woods. All 3rd and 4th 
graders also took a guided tour of the Dicken 
Woods with NAP staff to talk about a topic 
relevant to their science curriculum. 

The work day was a great success and we are 
confident that the Natural Area Preservation 
folks have won over a whole new generation 
of young people who have a growing 
commitment to their community and this 
town’s wild places. 

Michele Loewe & Mary Duff Silverman
Dicken’s Make A Difference Day Coordinators
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Special Thanks for Make A Difference Workday:
Thank you to Mary Duff Silverman, Dicken Woods Steward and U of M Exhibit Museum’s Butterfly 
Garden Steward for her TREMENDOUS contribution of time, talents and treasurers to help plan and 
execute the Make A Difference workday. Mary supported the our Monarch Waystation certification by 
donating seedlings from the U of M Butterfly garden she tends to Dicken’s new Butterfly Garden. As 
a Dicken Woods Steward, Mary identified suitable work sites for our 3rd and 4th graders to work in 
the woods. She hand made 450 seed balls for our K-3 students to work with and supported me 100% 
with the work day. She reports that we clocked in 7.5 miles of steps on the workday. Thank you also 
to Dicken Woods Steward Stephanie Hunter who came up with the clever idea of making seed balls 
and helped with publicity and organizational ideas as well as work site identification. Thank you to 
the Natural Area Preservation Staff Yousef Rabhi, Outreach Assistant, who got the ball rolling on this 
project, and Penny Richardson-Bristol, Outreach Assistant & Workday Coordinator who spent hours 
on emails, phone calls, site visits, etc to coordinate the afternoon NAP guided work projects for 3rd 
and 4th graders. Thank you to the additional NAP staff Quentin Turner, Rachel Maranto, and Kegan 
Schildberg who worked with our 3rd and 4th graders. Thank you to Mike Madison for allowing this 
new school initiative to take place and for Mike Madison and Celia Gargaro for helping to promote 
the event to the staff. And finally, thank you to all the parent volunteers who came out on the work 
day to help make the day run smoothly, especially Bonnie Kerber and Laite Odetola who stayed well 
beyond their sign-up genius shifts to support Mary and I in working with the students.
 
Michele Loewe

Dicken Youth Savings Bank
Come one, come all to the Dicken Youth Savings Bank! The bank is open on the first Wednesday of 
every month in the media center before school starts. Sign up for an account with just $1.00—it’s a 
great “teachable moment” opportunity to have discussions about how banking and saving works with 
a banking professional, as well as our fifth grade banking staff! 

Student bankers for the Dicken Youth Savings Bank made the AAPS news last month! The article, 
by Tara Cavanaugh, states, “Dicken is one of ten schools in Michigan that get to be a part of the 
Comerica program, which teaches students about personal finance. The program’s main purposes are 
to encourage students to learn the value of savings and how basic math applies to the real world.” 
On the first Wednesday of every month, students are able to open a savings account and/or bring 
in money to deposit into their existing account at our Dicken Dolphin Bank Branch in the Media 
center. Representatives from Comerica also work with students to teach them about fiscal money 
management and the importance of saving money. Read the article at http://news.a2schools.org/
comerica-youth-savings-program-kicks-off-at-dicken/

In the past two decades, Comerica has:
 4 Donated loads of school supplies
 4 Sponsored an annual winter chess club at Dicken for 4th graders
 4 Funded many Leslie Science Center field trips
 4 Supplied numerous Thanksgiving baskets to Dicken families
 4 Taught lessons about money in individual classrooms
 4 Hosted class field trips to Comerica Bank branches
 4 Helped students run a real bank at Dicken with real bank accounts to teach banking life skills!

Thanks, Comerica!
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Recess Gardeners
Recess Gardeners continues to be a very popular 
Recess Enrichment program at Dicken Elementary. 
Due to the amazing dedication of the following 
Dicken parent, community member, and student 
volunteers Lilian & Samuel Anderson, Mary Duff 
Silverman, Carolyn Herrmann, and Bonnie Kerber, 
your child has probably come home with a story 
about planting seeds or flower bulbs, digging for 
potatoes in the school garden, spotting a sneaky 
gnome or two, watering plants (and maybe 
themselves), and the all time favorite activity, 
filling wheel barrows with wood chips and then 
mulching trails and flower beds. The ownership 
that these children feel for the gardens of this 
school is amazing and so are the comments we 
hear from the students when they come out to work. Here is what our super star Recess Gardener 
volunteers have to say about why they donate their time to the program:

Bonnie Kerber, PTO Lunch Time Enrichment Co-Chair, states that working with the children during 
Recess Gardeners is the highlight of her week. One of the reasons Bonnie supports the program is 
because, “The kids work really hard and are so proud of our Dicken gardens. Plus, they get to play 
in the dirt which is always a good thing”. She likes that when the kids are at Recess Gardeners, they 
are learning that understanding and respecting nature, along with working hard, can have amazing 
results. A memorable comment that Bonnie recalls comes from a first grader is, “Gardens are hard 
workers! And kids are too!”. 

Lilian and Samuel Anderson, the dynamic duo, have been volunteering with Recess Gardeners since 
the program began in the fall of 2012. Lilian says, “I love when I walk in every Thursday and am 

immediately asked by a whole variety of grade 
levels, ‘Is it our turn to come out to the garden 
today?’ “ When asked why Lilian volunteers 
with the Recess Gardeners she says, “I love 
to be outdoors, to share my love of nature/
gardening with children, and to help them 
make that basic and vital connection between 
our earth and our food.” Lilian keeps coming 
every week to volunteer because of the energy 
and enthusiasm of the children. “To see them 
get excited about the fresh produce, the soil, 
planting, getting their hands dirty, etc. is such 
a rich experience.” Some of Lilian’s favorite 
Dicken student gardening memories include 
fifth graders battling the ever encroaching 
thistle with hoes, potato digging contests, and 
how the kids always say “I love coming to this 
garden”.
 

Left to right: Carolyn Herrmann, Bonnie Kerber, Mary Duff 
Silverman, Michele Loewe, Lilian Anderson and Samuel 

Anderson
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Mary Duff Silverman, a Dicken Woods Steward and Master 
Gardener got recruited for Recess Gardeners in the lettuce 
corner of Trader Joes. She has become a tremendous asset 
to our gardening programs at Dicken. Mary is no novice 
to garden volunteering, as she works extensively with 
professional conservation stewards and naturalists. But 
working with the children of Dicken School is very special to 
her. Mary says, “Every Recess Gardener experience is like a 
giant shot of happy vitamin B-energy! The kids are so very 
passionate and “present” when in the garden. Everything 
is new, exciting and bigger-than-life to them. This is a 
wonderful energy! It rubs off on the volunteers and makes 
us feel great, too.” Mary shared a memory of a student, 
who after working hard at spreading wood chips on the trail, 
grabbed and hugged her buddies and exclaimed, “Look what 
we did. We ROCK!”. 

Carolyn Herrmann is our newest member of the Recess 
Gardener volunteers. Her family relocated this summer to 
Dicken from King Elementary school, where Carolyn was 
the school garden coordinator for several years. Carolyn 
is passionate about ways to positively impact Dicken kids 
through gardening. From her experience running the King 
Learning Garden, she has seen first hand the benefits of children doing outdoor activities. She says 
that,”Recess Gardeners fosters in children many important things, such as a love of botany, an 
understanding of agriculture, increased appreciation for healthy foods, respect for all living things, 
and exposure to sustainability concepts.” Carolyn enjoys seeing the delight in children’s eyes as they 
experience the joys of nature and working in a garden. One memory Carolyn shared is of a student 
watering vegetables who said to her, “This is just like having a baby! That plant is MY baby.” The 
student proceeded to return to the same plant repeatedly and check on it and give it some more 
water because it was “thirsty”. 

Like the super star volunteers above, I too return each week to run the Recess Gardener program 
because I know that our enrichment program is fostering in our students a sense of pride in their 
land stewardship, a greater awareness of nature and their interconnected role in being a care taker 
for the earth. And I agree with Mary Duff Silverman, it “Doesn’t get any better than that!”. 

Michele Loewe
Recess Gardener Coordinator

Dicken Data Submission Deadline
Our next Dicken Data is expected to be sent out on the SECOND Wednesday of the month (Wednesday, 
December 11, 2013). The deadline for next month’s Dicken Data is the FIRST Wednesday of the month 
(Wednesday, December 4, by the end of the day. Please submit articles at 
http://tinyurl.com/dickendata. Suggestions and feedback always welcome—please feel free to 
e-mail Dicken Data Editor Jennifer Marx (dickendataeditor@gmail.com). Thank you!
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Press Release

After School Classes @ Dicken School

Find out about the Rec&Ed classes that Dicken parents are raving about! Rec&Ed’s Power of Drawing 
and Chess mid-term classes begin this November. These classes are for students in grades K – 5.  

Students taking the Power of Drawing classes never repeat a class, so whether your child took the 
first session or is enrolling for the first time, he or she will enjoy the next 5-week session of drawing. 
Every time that your child learns something in class, that building block is integrated into future class-
es. You will find that your child’s pictures represent a means, not an end.

Rec&Ed offers chess classes at different ability levels to ensure each child has a positive learning 
experience The skills utilized in chess transfer well to all aspect of school and life, including patience, 
long and short term planning, good sportsmanship and understanding consequences. 

Easy registration is just a click away (below) or on our website: aareced.com.
More information will be in the flyers that will be distributed to your student the week of Oct. 21.

After School The Power of Drawing, ID# 2150.112, begins Nov. 8
After School Chess, Beginning/Intermediate, ID# 1321.118, begins Nov. 21

Annual Walk-To-School Day on October 11



Exceptional Staff, Exceptional Students, Exceptional Parents!

Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 14 Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 15

A non-pro�t resale shop with all proceeds bene�tting 
Ann Arbor Public Schools and student enrichment.

Find us on Facebook Follow us on Twitter

a2ptothriftshop.org

Mon-Fri 9-7
Sat 9-6    Sun 11-5

Mon-Fri 10-6
Sat 10-5   Sun 12-4

FREE
furniture pickup

call 996-9155

Athletic Equipment     Books     Clothing     Toys
Furniture     Household Goods and More

SHOP DONATE

2280 S. Industrial Hwy.  734-996-9155
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Going on vacation to
Walt Disney World?

Dicken Fourth Grader Alexander Marx is 
now a co-author of the award-winning, 
best-selling guidebook, PassPorter’s Walt 
Disney World 2014 (our 16th edition!)

Guidebooks are available at bookstores, including Amazon and Barnes & Noble, as 
well as at PassPorter.com. Get it as a print edition with cool organizer pockets and 
fold-out maps, or get the online edition for your tablet or book reader. Use code 
ALEXANDER at checkout in the PassPorter Store to save $5 off any print book.

Congratulations to the Daily family who 
were the winners of our PassPorter PassPack 
giveaway! The PassPack is a see-thru, full-size 
backpack designed by Alexander. You can use it 
for faster security checks when traveling, or just 
use it for seeing all your stuff easily at school!  

Check us out online at 
http://www.passporter.com 
and on Facebook at 
http://www.facebook.com/passporter

Dicken Dash—Big Kahuna Sponsor
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60 calorie-crushing minutes, three times a week, is all it takes. But in that hour it’ll take everything you’ve got. The reward? 

Endurance. Toughness. Flexibility. And the confidence of knowing you can go the distance. That’s how you earn your TITLE. 

TITLEBoxingClub.com

LIZ | MOM / BLOGGER / POUND SLASHER

NOW OPEN In Ann Arbor & Brighton! Ann Arbor: 2115 W. Stadium Blvd. - Brighton: 8491 Grand River Ave.  |  734-274-9700  |  www.facebook.com/TITLEBoxingClubAnnArbor

Dicken Dash—Big Kahuna Sponsor


