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“Dicken School’s positive, safe environment and strong 
 measurable academic focus empowers our diverse community 
 of students to achieve their full potential as lifelong learners.”
Happy New Year!  
Dear Dicken Dolphins, I first want to wish everyone a Happy New Year!  
I hope you all had a relaxing winter break with your children. Of course,  
I could see LOTS of smiling adult faces on Monday, as parents happily sent 
their children to school after the lengthy time away! My family had a very 
nice holiday season. My wife, Terri, and my three daughters, Morgan (28), 
Michelle (27) and Paige (21) flew off to the Caribbean Islands for 7 days 
of pure relaxation and that’s all I am going to say. When we returned, we 
still had a whole week to recover from our vacation! I like the two-week break.

Staff Update
We have some new faces at Dicken. Please extend a warm Dicken welcome Kyra Thomas and Phillip 
Thomas who joined us in December as new lunchroom supervisors. We were in need of more staff 
to supervise our students during lunchtime and the district quickly assisted us. So if you are ever 
at Dicken during the lunch period, say hi and thanks to Kyra and Phillip. We hired a new ESL/ELL 
teacher in December. Her name is Saina Sajjadi. She will assist Ms. Logan in meeting our ESL/ELL 
students’ needs. Saina will be here on Tuesdays and Thursday mornings. Ms. Logan will continue 
to be at Dicken each afternoon. Finally, please welcome Katherine Carroll, who joins our Title 1 
team as a building tutor. She will primarily work with grades 3,4, and 5. Katie Eidson, the other 
Title 1 tutor, will switch to working with grades K, 1, and 2. Mary Ann Whitmer, our building Title 1 
teacher, is fortunate to have two certified teachers working with our Title 1 students everyday.

Illnesses
January and February is the time of year when we see a rise in Illnesses. Please keep your child home if any 
of the following symptoms are present: temperature of 100°F or higher, yellow or green discharge from 
nose, earache, discharge from eyes/pink or red eyes, bad or persistent cough, sore throat, rash (please 
have your doctor evaluate the rash to determine if it is contagious), upset stomach, diarrhea, or vomiting. 
And your child should not return to school until: no elevated temperature for 24 hours, no vomiting or 
diarrhea for 24 hours, your child has been on antibiotics for 24 hours and he/she is symptom free for 24 
hours. Thank you for helping the Ann Arbor Public School community and Dicken stay healthy!

http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us/dicken.home/home
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WESO (Washtenaw Elementary Science Olympiad)
We kicked off this year’s Washtenaw Elementary Science Olympiad initiative on January 10th. Our 
WESO chair, Nicholas Hutchinson, sponsored an exhibit “walkthrough” for all students featuring the 
categories that Science Olympiad will compete in this year on April 21st.  Registration flyers were 
sent home and are due back in two weeks. Our goal this year is to get as many students as possible to 
participate with an emphasis on underrepresented groups (females and children of color). Last year 
we broke our record for the number of students who took part in WESO. We wish to break that record 
again this year! As a school, Dicken competes very well among the 22 schools. Thanks to all of the 
parents who help to coach these events. See additional information on page 9 of this newsletter.

Martin Luther King Jr. Day
Now that we are back to school, we have a lot to look forward to in the coming weeks and months. 
Our celebration of the Martin Luther King Jr. holiday took place on Friday, January 13th. The 
day culminated with an assembly at 1:30 where our own Dicken Recess Singers presented a song 
entitled “Brothers & Sisters.” They were followed by La Ron Williams, famous Ann Arbor Storyteller 
who did a tribute to Dr. King. Remember, no school on Monday, January 16th in observance of Dr. 
King National Holiday. Then for the rest of the month, our Student Council members will present 
famous Dr King Quotes over the PA each day.

NWEA Testing
During the week of January 17th, we began our second round of NWEA testing for all students. As 
you remember, we are using this assessment three times a year to provide another piece to the 
larger picture of student achievement. We anticipate that the data from NWEA will be available to 
parents in mid-February. Based on our projections, Dicken students should be much more familiar 
with the testing procedures and therefore we should see higher scores. It is amazing to see our 
Kindergartners—many of whom had never touched a computer mouse in the fall—now able to jump 
right on the computers and get to work with no assistance.

Pasta for Pennies
Our Service Squad, under the leadership of Laura Carino, is sponsoring this wonderful activity 
this month from January 17th–28th. Pasta for Pennies is a program that collects money for the 
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society to help battle cancer. Students donate loose change and buy 
paper pennies for $1 with their names on them that are displayed in the lunchroom throughout 
the months of February & March. Please check out the lunchroom, our donations will be amazing! 
Thanks for all of your support in this project!!

Title 1/ELL Parent Day 
Title 1/ELL Parent Day has been scheduled for January 24, 2012. ELL and Title I parents can arrange 
to drop in for fruit/pastries, coffee/water, bagels, and juice to meet staff and take home helpful 
materials from either 8:15–11:15 am or 2:00–6:00 pm in room 122. All Title 1 and ELL parents are 
encouraged to attend one of these informational sessions to dialogue with Ms. Sajjadi and  
Ms. Logan (ELL Staff), Ms. Whitmer, Ms. Eidson and Ms. Carroll (Title 1 staff).

Internet Security
Just a quick reminder to always know what your children are looking at when they are on the 
Internet. There are people who prowl the Internet looking for innocent children. Please be mindful 
of Internet safety protocols.
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Bullying
Our state legislature has instituted a mandatory “No Bullying Curriculum” for all schools. As a 
staff, we have taught the “Take a Stand” anti-bullying curriculum in every classroom and we will 
be reviewing it again in March. Our School Improvement Team is also looking into this as well. 
Thus it would be a good idea for all parents to be aware of this. You, as parents, should be able to 
recognize bullying behaviors. So here are some quick items for discussion:
• It would be a very good idea given the fact that spring brings about vigorous outside behaviors to 

revisit your no- bullying expectations at home and around the neighborhood.
• Prioritize and model for your child positive problem solving behaviors.
• Remember, bullying comes in many forms; isolation and/or non inclusion on and off the 

playground and around the neighborhood is a form of bullying.
• Bullying can also occur via the Internet. Know what your child is writing and reading on their  

“Facebook,” “My Space,” etc.

Picking Up or Dropping Off
I cannot stress this enough: If you are picking up or dropping off your children in the parent parking 
lot off Carol street, please remember:
•  You must park in a parking spot — DO NOT drop your child off in the middle of the lot and have 

them run in between two parked cars!
•  You must cross your child to the sidewalk if you are parked in a parking spot  — DO NOT tell your 

child to cross the lot on their own.
•  You MAY drop your child off along the sidewalk between our ‘Green Safety Men” DO NOT leave 

your car parked ALONG THAT AREA and run into school or stand outside and talk with friends—
park in a legal spot to go into the school or talk with friends.

•  You MAY NOT block a resident’s driveway OR park in their driveway while you are dropping off 
or waiting for your child along the streets around Dicken. (Need I say more? This is not being 
respectful of residents.) 

We have had too many “close calls” with students lately in our parking lot. PLEASE follow the rules 
above so every child and adult will be safe.

Dressing For School
WOW! The weather has definitely changed. Please be aware of the 
temperature and make sure your child is dressed to go outside every day. 
Please remember hats, gloves, and boots. When winter weather causes 
school closings or bus service cancellations for Ann Arbor Public Schools, 
announcements are made over various radio and television stations:

Tune into WAAM—1600AM, WTKA—1050AM, WQKL—107.1FM, WUOM 91.7FM, 
WEMU—89.1FM, WJR—760 AM, CATV Channel 10. Also, local television 
channels 2, 4 and 7. You may also call the school closing hot line at 994-8684 
or the district web page: http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us. School Messenger will also call your home. 

Speaking of snow, our one rule is that snow stays on the ground. Thanks for reinforcing this with 
your children at home. There are consequences for throwing snowballs (missing recess). If your 
child wants to lie down on their “bottom,” they must wear snow pants OR bring a note from you 
saying they have your permission to stay in their regular clothes. We say, “If you get wet, you stay 
wet!” to our students. 

http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us
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Snow Days
How does our district make a “Snow Day” decision? When rough winter weather is in the forecast, 
the following occurs while we are asleep!
• Throughout the evening, weather conditions are monitored via Internet, TV, radio, and an 

informal network of other transportation directors throughout the area. If warranted, a call is 
made to the district’s snow routes team to go into action.

• At 2:00 am, three transportation Supervisors and the Teamster Union Steward meet with the 
director of transportation at the transportation terminal. Each of these four individuals is a 
highly experienced driver, with years behind the wheel of a school bus.

• By 2:30 am, they’re on the road in four different buses.
• Over the next hour or so, the buses will follow four predetermined routes to the four corners 

of the district. The drivers will radio back comments from locations along the route, which will 
be recorded in the dispatch center. At the same time, the director of transportation will be 
fielding more cell calls from other districts.

• This team will drive well-lit city avenues, the interstate highway, and some remote gravel 
roads. They’ll stop and walk the sidewalks at schools and check the conditions in subdivisions 
and neighborhoods.

• By 3:45 am, the drivers will report back to the transportation terminal. Each driver will be 
polled and record their perceptions. The only question is, “Can we safely open school, and get 
them back home?”

• One last tour of the cell phone circuit to other schools, and then it’s time to wake up the 
Superintendent.

The Superintendent will be presented with the recommendation based on all input and evidence. 
After reviewing all the information, the Superintendent makes the final decision. This is the process 
used to determine the viability of the area roads to deliver AAPS students safely to and from 
school. The decision to close school is made with thought and consideration for everyone’s safety. 

Early Dismissal
If school must be dismissed EARLY due to deteriorating winter weather conditions, the decision 
to dismiss school after it begins is even trickier. This decision is never made lightly and we MUST 
be able to reach parents/guardians by phone. PLEASE UPDATE all phone numbers in Power School 
and on your child’s EMERGENCY CARD today, and keep them current throughout the year.  Should 
we ever need to close school early, we MUST be able to call someone authorized to care for your 
child.  We will begin with the first phone contact listed and work our way through the numbers 
you provide.  Also, make sure that you have developed a course of action for your child should you 
not be able to get home before they do.  Discuss and review this routine with everyone involved.  
Planning NOW in the event of an early school closing will help give you peace of mind if ever this 
happens.

A Word About Wind Chills
• On days when the temperature and/or wind chill are below 0°F: Students will not have recess 

outside.
• On days when the temperature and/or wind chill are below -20°F (20 below zero): Schools will 

be closed.
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Staff Professional Development Day
Staff Professional Development Day is scheduled for Tuesday, January 31st. There will be no 
school for students on this day. Dicken staff will be engaged in Staff Development centered on 
our District’s Priorities. Thank you for allowing our staff to work and learn together 
during the school day.

MEAP Testing
We are anticipating our fall MEAP results to be made public in the very near 
future. Since the fall, we have talked about the fact that the “cut scores” to meet 
proficiency standards have changed in Michigan this year. As a result, we anticipate 
our scores to be lower than in past years. I recently shared some information with 
our staff about what our scores last year might have looked like using this year’s 
cut scores. Though not a dramatic drop overall, there were some areas where 
we saw some significant differences within our subgroups. I will be sending out 
more information in writing when the MEAP scores are published. In addition, I will be making a 
presentation about the MEAP cut score changes at our PTO meeting on February 2nd at 7:00 PM. 
That would be a good venue to learn about the changes and ask any questions you might have.

Winter Walk
Dicken’s annual Winter Walk thru our Dicken woods is scheduled for February 7th from 7:00 – 8:00 
pm. The Friends of Dicken Woods are sponsoring this again along with our fabulous Art Teacher, Ms 
Theresa Erickson. We will have a slide showing and hot chocolate available from 6:45 pm – 8:15 
pm. Students in grades 1-5 are busy creating their luminaries for this event. Please mark your 
calendars and plan to attend. Our “Rain” date is February 9th.

Second Semester Student Count Day
Count Day is Wednesday, February 8th, 2012. During our fall count we registered 372 students at 
Dicken. Currently we are down to 370 students. I am hopeful that between now and Count day we 
will gain a few more students so that our current staffing allocations remain constant.

NAAPID
Please mark your calendars for Monday, February 13th. On that day we will host our annual 
celebration of National African American Parent Involvement Day (NAAPID). Our celebration is 
intended for all Dicken families and parents and other important adults are welcome to spend 
all or part of your day with us. A paper invitation will be coming home soon. We will have a 
continental Breakfast in the morning, an all school assembly featuring Adinkra Music and Dance 
Ensemble, which gives lecture performances and workshops in African Music and Dance History and 
a special luncheon for parents.

Kindergarten Round Up
Kindergarten Round Up is scheduled for February 16th at 6:00 pm. Please spread the word to your 
neighbors who might have future Dicken kindergartners at home. We want to make sure to invite 
them all.

Mid-Winter Break 
Break begins at the end of the day February 17th and school will resume on February 27th.
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Lost and Found is Growing!
The lost items are piling up in the boxes near the main office. There are some very expensive 
pieces of clothing that need to be claimed and taken home. Please check out the items and claim 
yours before we turn over the remaining unclaimed items to the Salvation Army or Purple Heart on 
February 28th, 2012. Also, if you have time, always label your child’s clothing items so that we can 
easily notify you of lost items.

Dicken Staff & Students
We would like to thank the Dicken staff for doing an excellent job in educating our students these 
past several months. The staff is dedicated to teaching “our kids” and their efforts are paying off. 
They also spend numerous hours participating in other activities outside of the classroom that give 
students a complete educational experience. We also need to acknowledge our students who are 
exhibiting excellent work habits and behavior in classrooms, hallways, and school activities. Most of 
our students strive to do their best each and every day. They place a premium on getting a quality 
education and establishing healthy relationships with their peers.

I look forward to a great 2012 with all Dicken Dolphins Families!

Thanks!
Principal Madison

Upcoming Events
January 17th-Feb. 3rd NWEA Assessment testing window #2
January 17th–28th Pasta for Pennies
January 20th 3rd and 4th Grade Movie Night, Multi-Purpose Room
January 24th Title 1/ELL Parent Day
January 31st No School (Staff Professional Development)
February 2nd PTO Meeting at 7:00 pm
February 3rd Donate items to the Silent Auction by this date
February 7th Dicken Winter Walk at 7:00–8:00 pm
February 8th Second Semester Student Count Day
February 13th NAAPID (National African American Parent Involvement Day)
February 16th Kindergarten Round Up
February 17th Classroom Baskets due for the Silent Auction
February 18th-26th Mid-Winter Break (school resumes on February 27th)
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Letter from the PTO Presidents
Dear Dicken Parents:  Welcome back to school and Happy New Year!

As you may know, Dicken students are fortunate to have many opportunities to attend in-school 
performances. We have had several events in the last couple months with more to come.  Please 
join me in thanking PTO co-enrichment chairs Jennifer Streeter and Bethany Williston for planning 
these events and securing grant funds to help supplement PTO funds.  The activities below are 
funded in part by the Michigan Council for the Arts and Cultural Affairs and the Michigan Humanities 
Council.

• Magical Rain performed a music and theater event last month.

• Storyteller LaRon Williams was at school on Friday, January 13 to help celebrate Martin Luther 
King, Jr. Day.

• The Brainstormers were in school before the holidays to help kids learn about writing stories.  
They will return March 2 to perform some of Dicken student’s creative stories. Encourage your 
student to submit their story!

Also this month, WESO kicks off. This is a great opportunity for your student to explore science in 
a hands-on, fun environment. If you are looking for opportunities to help out, please contact Nick 
Hutchinson at nsh@umich.edu. Many thanks to Nick for volunteering to serve as head coach.

Finally, make sure to mark your calendars for the Dicken Auction on March 10, 6-10 pm at Lake 
Forest Golf Club. This is our school’s largest fundraiser with funds supporting all Dicken students.  
Auction proceeds help fund classroom supplies, field trips, in-school performances, and much more.  
It’s a terrific evening and we hope to see all of you there. If you have any questions about the 
auction or want to help, please contactdickensilentauction@gmail.com.

As always, please do not hesitate to contact Kirstin (kirstinqueen@yahoo.com) or Stephanie 
(scomai@sbcglobal.net) if you have any questions or would like to be 
more involved in Dicken’s PTO. We would love to hear from you!

Warm regards,
Stephanie Comai and Kirstin Queen
PTO co-presidents

Disability Day
Disability Day is coming to Dicken. It’s going to be held Thursday, March 15th. It will begin at the 
start of the school day and run through the morning. We need volunteers to make this happen. I 
will put out more information next month, just wanted to start passing the word so it would be on 
your minds. Please consider helping us out, especially if you’re the parent of a 4th grader. It’s a 
very fulfilling event and the kids truly enjoy it. We can’t make this happen without you.
Please feel free to contact me if you’re interested.

Frances Whitfield (natasha403@yahoo.com, 355-5058)
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Save the Date: Dicken Silent Auction on March 10, 2012 from 6:00-10:00 pm
The Dicken Silent Auction will be on March 10, 2012 from 6–10:00 pm at the Lake Forest Golf Club 
located at 3110 W. Ellsworth, Ann Arbor, MI (off Ann Arbor-Saline Road). The Dicken community, 
friends, family, neighbors, and any interested adults are invited! This year’s theme is an Island 
Getaway! The auction is our school’s largest fundraiser, and all funds raised will directly benefit 
children who attend Dicken by supporting their field trips, assemblies, school supplies and more. 
The annual auction offers many exciting items to bid on, including numerous gift certificates to 
local restaurants and stores, incredible teacher-donated items, sporting event tickets and more. 
The format will be mostly a silent auction with a few live auction items as well. The evening is 
casual, social, and most of all fun! Light hors d’oeuvre will be served, and a full cash bar will be 
available. Please note this is an adult-only event, so line up the babysitters in advance. You won’t 
want to miss out on all the fun and excitement. We hope you will join us for this most worthy 
event! Please direct any questions to the auction committee at dickensilentauction@gmail.com

Donate Items for the Dicken Silent Auction by February 3
Many people have asked how they can help, and donating items tops the list!  On the webpage 
listed above, you’ll find a list of items we’re hoping to collect for the auction.  Last year, groups 
of friends and neighbors sometimes teamed up to purchase one of the larger items; these really 
make a great addition to the auction packages and live auction, so please consider this option. 
Information at http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0444AEAE1-dicken

Classroom Baskets for the Silent Auction Due by February 17
Each grade will have a class basket auctioned off at the Dicken Silent Auction. We 
are asking every family to consider making a donation of an item related to their 
grade’s theme. If you’d rather make a cash donation and have us do the shopping 
for you, please send in cash or a check made out to the ‘Dicken PTO’ to your 
child’s teacher.  Each classroom has a collection box and your room parents will be 
coordinating the baskets in the next few weeks. These baskets raise a lot of money 
for our school and we appreciate any donation you may be able to make. Class 
themes are Arts and Crafts (Kindergarten), Summer Fun (1st), Family Pizza Night 
(2nd), Game Night (3rd), Family Movie Night (4th), and Sweet Treats (5th).

Donating a Skill or Service for the Silent Auction
We ask all Dicken families to think about any skill or service you may be able to donate for this 
worthy cause. In the past, such items as photography sessions, home-cooked meals, babysitting 
services, haircuts, and even things like “fresh baked banana bread once a month for a year” have 
been donated by Dicken families. This is a great way to support our school, and raise awareness of 
your business at the same time! Also, if your workplace, friends, or other contacts have great items 
or services, consider asking them to donate. We have received items like amazing dinner parties 
and events, weeks at family vacation homes, tickets to sporting events, and more. Contact Vicki  
Haviland (vhavilan@umich.edu) by February 17 with any ideas.

Silent Auction Raffle Order Forms Coming Soon
Enter to win an Apple iPad. Drawing will be held on Saturday, March 10th at the Dicken Silent 
Auction at Lake Forest Golf Club. One winner will be chosen. Need not be present to win. More 
information will be coming in February!

http://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F0444AEAE1-dicken
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Service Squad News
Happy New Year! It’s hard to believe that it is already 2012! The school year is certainly flying by. 
We were very proud to collect over 50 pairs of mittens and gloves for the All State Mitten Drive last 
month. Although we’ve had a warm winter so far, we all know Michigan is known for cold February 
and March days, so our donations will certainly come in handy to keep people warm in the coming 
months. Thank you for your generosity! 

We kicked off our Olive Garden Pasta for Pennies campaign to benefit the Leukemia and Lymphoma 
Society on Tuesday, January 17th. Our campaign will run until Friday, January 27th. Please support 
this very important initiative by donating in one of three ways. The first is to send spare change 
with your child. He/she will simply deposit his/her money into the classroom jar. Another option is 
to purchase a “paper penny” by sending in $1 with your child. The paper penny will be displayed 
with your child’s name in the MPR. Your child will also now have the option of purchasing a 
donation certificate for all donations greater than $10. If you would prefer not to send cash, you 
may also send checks to your child’s teacher made payable to: The Leukemia & Lymphoma Society 
or LLS. If you have any questions, feel free to contact me by phone, email, or stop in to Room 111.  

The class that has the most donations will be awarded a special lunch by 
Olive Garden. Good luck to all students! 

Thank you so much for your help and support in advance! 

Laura Carino
Service Squad Advisor

WESO (Science Olympiad)
WESO is a science-based competition for elementary students in 2nd 
through 5th grades Participating students will typically attend weekly 
practices for each event in which they choose to participate. The WESO 
season concludes with a county-wide competition between schools on 
Saturday, April 21st at Pioneer High School. While there is no limit on 
the number of students that can attend the practices, not every student 
will be able to participate in the actual competition due to space 
constraints.
Registration Form: http://tinyurl.com/2012DickenWESO-registration
Event Descriptions and Practice Schedule: http://tinyurl.com/2012DickenWESO-practices
Detailed Event Descriptions: http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us/wesowizards.home/home
Dicken’s actual April 21st competition schedule: http://tinyurl.com/2012DickenWESOCompetitionSched
For more information, contact Nick Hutchinson at 734-913-9418 or at nsh@umich.edu

Dicken Data Submission Deadline
Our next Dicken Data is expected to be sent out on Friday, February 10, 2012. The 
deadline for next month’s Dicken Data is Thursday, February 2, by the end of the day. 
Please submit articles at http://tinyurl.com/dickendata. Suggestions and feedback 
always welcome—please e-mail Dicken Data Editor Jennifer Marx (dickendataeditor@
gmail.com). Thank you!

http://tinyurl.com/2012DickenWESO-registration
http://tinyurl.com/2012DickenWESO-practices
http://www.aaps.k12.mi.us/wesowizards.home/home
http://tinyurl.com/2012DickenWESOCompetitionSched 
http://tinyurl.com/dickendata
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FREE DAY OF  
DENTAL CARE FOR KIDS 

UofM Dental School 
1011 N University, Ann Arbor  

ONLY February 4th, 2012 for kids ages 5-12 

No appointment necessary! Legal guardian needs to be present 
 

FREE SERVICES INCLUDE: 
Teeth Cleanings, Sealants, X-rays, Fillings, and Extractions 

First Come, First Served! 
 

DOORS OPEN AT 8AM- PLEASE ARRIVE EARLY!! 
The DOORS WILL CLOSE after the first 100 patients are registered 

Questions? Call 734.763.6933 option 5     
umgivekidsasmile.org 

. 
Brought to you by: 

                     

             

    Save the date! 
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