
Exceptional Staff, Exceptional Students, Exceptional Parents!

Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 1

Dicken Data
Dicken Elementary School Monthly Newsletter

Visit us at www.aaps.k12.mi.us/dicken.home/home

October 2011
Edition   

DICKEN

DOLPHINS

DICKEN

DOLPHINS

DICKENDICKEN

DOLPHINSDOLPHINS

DICKENDICKENDICKENDICKENDICKENDICKEN

DOLPHINSDOLPHINSDOLPHINSDOLPHINSDOLPHINSDOLPHINS

From the Desk of Principal Madison     
October 17, 2011

Dicken Elementary School
Exceptional Staff, Exceptional Students, Exceptional Parents!
“Raising the achievement of all students while closing the educational 
achievement gap between the highest and lowest performing students”

We are off to another wonderful school year. Our students have settled 
into their school routines and things seem to be running along smoothly. 
Curriculum Night, Family Picnic, School Pictures, International Walk to 
School Day, and NWEA Testing have already come and gone. Thanks to 
every parent who helped coordinate some of these events and attended 
our Curriculum Night and Family Picnic.

PTO – Dicken School 
We are very fortunate to have an amazing PTO, which supports our Dicken staff, students and 
community. With this partnership, Dicken wouldn’t be the great school that it is. I want to 
acknowledge the hard work that the PTO executive board does on behalf of all of the parents. 
Under the leadership of LaShawna Brandon, we had an excellent start to the school year.  I need 
to publicly thank Lashawna for her dedication and service to Dicken School as she moves on to an 
exciting personal opportunity. The PTO will miss her leadership and guidance. Kirsten Queen and 
Stephanie Comai will take over the reigns of the PTO as co-presidents for the rest of the year.

National Pride Day and Dicken School Spirit Day
National Pride Day is every Monday (we say the Pledge over the PA system) and Dicken 
School Spirit Day is every Friday (we wear Dicken shirts or our favorite sports team 
shirts), and this continues this year. Both of these initiatives are voluntary—your child 
does not have to participate. 

Student Achievement 
Student Achievement, which is data driven, remains our number one focus and everything that 
we do should support that goal. The staff has fi nished doing their preliminary assessments of your 
child and is now putting into place their curriculum plans for September and October. We continue 
to implement our supplemental programs such as Read 180, System 44, and Fountas & Pinnell 
assessments to aide with improving student achievement.

Principal Madison
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Power School Parent Portal
Letters were sent home explaining to parents how to access Power School via the Internet. Both 
students and parents will have passwords, which allow them to see (view only) information about 
your child’s attendance and update email addresses.

NWEA
This new assessment went very smoothly in September. All of our students did an amazing job. Staff 
are now receiving the results and using it to improve their instruction. We had hoped to have the 
results available to parents by this time, but the district is holding off until we know the best way 
to disseminate the information that will be beneficial to all parents. Please be patient.

Enrollment Update
Count Day tallies: Kindergarten-48, 1st-63, 2nd-75, 3rd-68, 4th-63, and 5th-52. This gives us a 
grand total of 369 Dicken Dolphins!

PBIS
Every elementary school in Ann Arbor has implemented PBIS, Positive Behavior Interventions and 
Supports. The goal is to create and sustain an environment that best supports learning. The PBIS 
model endorses the need to have clear school-wide expectations for student citizenship.
Our students know that there are five basic school rules at Dicken; Be Trustworthy, Be truthful, Use 
Active Listening, No Put Downs, and Do your Personal Best. Each teacher and I spent some time at 
the beginning of the school year helping them understand these rules in five different locations: 
Classroom, Hallways, Lunchroom, Playground, and Bus, and how it looks to safe. Dicken students 
demonstrate these five attributes on a regular basis and each week on the PA announcements, I 
recognize specific actions by students that have exemplified a supportive and caring environment 
at school. Examples include: opening a door for another, helping to guide a younger student into 
the school in the morning, cleaning up a mess in the lunchroom, gathering up sports equipment 
and storing it, and walking quietly down the hallway. Our goal at Dicken is to foster and maintain a 
climate where we look out for and encourage one another to do his or her personal best.

Parent Teacher Conferences
Conferences are scheduled for October 25th, November 3rd & November 7th. If you haven’t signed 
up yet, please do so immediately. Individual times may vary from teacher to teacher.

Comerica Bank
We are continuing our partnership with Comerica Bank again this year. The first Thursday of  
every month, students may open a savings account and/or bring in money to deposit into their 
existing account at our Dicken Dolphin Bank Branch in the Media center. There is a link to the 
Comerica forms on our we bsite. Comerica representatives will work with students to teach them 
fiscal money management and the importance of saving money.

Energy Reminder & Dressing for Cold Weather
Our building will be a little cooler this winter. The price of natural gas keeps going up each year. 
Thus the district will be dialing down the temperatures of the buildings from 68°-72° to 66°-70° 
during school hours only. It will also be cooler after school and on weekends. These efforts will 
save the district over $50,000 to a $100,000 each month. Thus please make sure to dress your child 
accordingly each and every day. We encourage students to wear sweatshirts, sweaters, or fleece 
jackets to stay warm and comfortable in our building this fall till we turn the boiler on.

http://dicken.a2schools.org/dicken.home/comerica_bank_partnership
http://dicken.a2schools.org/dicken.home/comerica_bank_partnership
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Dicken School Procedures to Provide a Safe School
Parents, guardians and the community, along with staff, are so very important in maintaining a safe 
environment at our school! Teachers are also responsible in maintaining a safe school environment. 
Staff annually review safety plans and we all have items within our control that lead to safety. Ask 
yourself if you are helping in the following regards:
 •  Are you dropping off your child (if not a school bus rider) in the safe zones of the parent parking lot?
 •  Are you getting your child to school early enough to be in their classroom by 8:48 am? Warning 

bell rings at 8:45 am.
 •  Are you instructing your child which door to enter and leave each day?
 •  Are you waiting till 8:45 am & 3:42 pm to walk to classrooms to drop off and pick up your child? 

(This really helps us in two ways; first, school doesn’t start till 8:45 am and end until 3:42 pm; and 
second, it helps us monitor people—including non-parents—from walking near our children before 
or after the day has begun or ended.)

 •  Are you signing in/out at the main office each time you enter the building during the school day?
 •  Are you gladly putting on a visitor’s badge – even if those in the office know you?
 •  Are you providing a note to the office when your child has a doctor’s appointment?
 •  Are you providing notes when you request you child to ride the bus home with a friend?
 •  Are you watching ‘our’ school with keen eyes for unusual activity either during or after the school day? 

Be willing to report suspicious activity—regardless of the time of day / night—to local authorities!

We work at vigilance in the building; however, no plan is foolproof, or done in a vacuum. Your 
willingness to follow safe procedures (some less convenient than others) and your willingness to 
be additional eyes and ears as you drive by the building—or when you stop by—are immensely 
important in the routine maintenance of safety.

Lost and Found
Lost items are piling up in the boxes near the main office. There are some very expensive items of 
clothing that need to be claimed and brought home. Please check out the items and claim them before 
we turn over the remaining unclaimed items to the Salvation Army or Purple Heart on December 22, 
2011. Also, always label your child’s clothing so that we can easily notify you of lost items.

Parent Involvement
Some tips to stay involved with your child:
 •  Read aloud with your child every day.
 •  Set aside a regular time and place for homework.
 •  Let your child know that effort, not intelligence, is the real key to success in school.
 •  Visit the library together regularly.
 •  Keep close track of how well your child is doing in school. When parents stay 

involved, these are the benefits: Better comments; Higher marks and increased test scores; 
Better attendance; More positive attitudes toward school; Better behavior; Higher graduation 
rates; Increased enrollment in education after High School.

I would like to thank all the parents who help make Dicken such a special place for our 
students. We appreciate your continued support, and we welcome your comments and 
suggestions about any aspect of our school’s operation.

Principal Madison
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Upcoming November Notes
Tuesday, October 18-28 MEAP continues for 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade
Friday, October 28 Pumpkin Patch, 6:00-8:00 pm
Monday, Oct. 31 Dicken Annual Halloween Parade, 2:00 pm

Dicken Community Night “In” –Hungry Howies–4:00-10:00 pm
Thursday, Nov 3 Comerica Banking Day, 8:30 – 9:00 am

Madison’s Monthly Mocha Social Activity 8:30 -9:30 am
PTO Meeting, Media Center, 7:00-9:00 pm

Monday, Nov 7-23 Innisbrook Gift Wrap Fundraisers
Sunday, Nov. 5 Turn clocks back one hour at midnight
Tuesday, Nov. 8 Election Day, No School for Students. Dicken Elementary is 

a polling place and we will have district voters throughout 
the day. Voting takes place in the Dicken gym. Please Vote!

Friday, Nov. 11 Kindergarten Movie Night, 6:30-8:00 pm
Wednesday, Nov. 15 Picture Re-Take Day 
Thursday, Nov. 17 Multi – Cultural Thanksgiving Potluck – 6 – 8 pm 
Wednesday-Friday, Nov. 23-25 Thanksgiving Holiday Break, No school 
Wednesday, Nov. 29 Written Student Report Cards sent home by backpack

Calling All Volunteers!
Dicken parents, we are in need of you! There is no vol_nteer without U!!! Most of our yearly 
programs are in jeopardy without help from you. These great programs include Community Night 
Outs, EGGS (grocery), the great Original Art Works our kids love, New Book Sale, Reach out and 
Read (R.O.A.R), Super Science Day, NAAPID, WESO (Science Olympiad) and our Recess Enrichment. 
Please review the Time and Talent and check just one thing off. It could be an hour, it could be 
a day, or once a month. But we need your help. Our school and students are so lucky to have so 
many great programs to enrich our children’s learning experience. Most of the programs have a 
long history and are easy to take over since they have a long run at the school. So email me, Maggi 
Kennel (maggi.kennel@gmail.com) and help our children have the programs they love and look 
forward to at the school. The difference you make in a child’s life could be your own.

VIP Parent Parking
Please remember that the VIP Parent Parking spot located in the front parking lot of the school 
is reserved for the family that purchased that spot at our Dicken Silent Auction. The spot will be 
available to bid on again at this year’s Auction which will be held on March 10th, 2012 at Lake 
Forest Golf Club.
 
Pumpkin Patch - Save the Date and Volunteer
Mark your calendars now—the Pumpkin Patch will be held on Thursday, October 
28th from 6:00 to 8:00 PM! This is an important fundraiser for the 5th grade 
class, so put on your Halloween costume and join us for a fun and frightening 
evening. Pumpkins will be on sale at the school entrance before and after school 
beginning the week of October 17. Please sign up to volunteer at Pumpkin Patch 
Sign-Up by October 21st. We look forward to seeing you at the Pumpkin Patch!
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News from the PTO Presidents
 
A change in leadership has occurred in the PTO. During the October 6th PTO Board Meeting, 
LaShawna Brandon resigned her position as President, due to an unexpected personal opportunity. 
We wish to thank LaShawna for her time and service to the Dicken Community. Stephanie Comai 
and Kirstin Queen, prior Presidents-Elect, have assumed responsibility for the President position.  
As a result of that change, we would like to provide our vision for the 2011-12 school year.
 
We view our position as one of facilitation. We have an amazing PTO Board of dedicated Dicken 
community members, each bringing wonderful skill and enthusiasm to their roles. As co-Presidents, 
we will strive to help all members achieve their goals. The parents/ guardians of Dicken students 
have a history of being extremely supportive and involved and we hope to represent your concerns 
and interests as best we can. Dicken is also very fortunate to have a highly skilled and creative 
teaching and administrative staff, with whom we want to partner effectively, as they guide our 
students.
 
Our vision for the PTO Board is to ensure that all parents and guardians feel welcome and 
encouraged to participate as active members of the PTO, in line with our mission as an 
organization.
 
We had an opportunity to attend Superintendant Greene’s address to the PTOC on October 10th, 
during which she made a comment that resonated with us. She reminded the audience that we are 
perpetually “on stage” with our kids: they are always watching to see how we act/react, and how 
we prioritize our time and energy. As a PTO, we all have a chance to prioritize time and energy. 

This year, we received drastically fewer Time & Talent surveys back from 
parents. These surveys are used to determine whether we have enough 
volunteer interest to staff and run all of the programs sponsored by the 
PTO. Presently, we are in danger of having to cancel many events and 
activities due to lack of volunteer interest. These include, but are not 
limited to, ROAR, Recess Enrichment programs, and WESO. If you have 
an hour or a week to donate during the course of this school year, please 
consider prioritizing your time and spending some of it at Dicken, in order 
to help us keep these programs running strong. It is a great opportunity to 
demonstrate to your own children that you are choosing to devote time to 
them and the community in which they spend their time. Please contact 
our Volunteer Coordinator, Maggi Kennel (maggi.kennel@gmail.com), as 
she will be happy to match your availability and interests to volunteering 
opportunities.
 
We look forward to working with each of you this year, and thank you in 
advance for your time and energy!
 
Stephanie and Kirstin



Exceptional Staff, Exceptional Students, Exceptional Parents!

Dicken Data Newsletter - Page 6

Service Squad News
It was wonderful to meet this year’s Service Squad members at our first meeting last week. We 
are looking forward to our first project of the year, Sight Night, an eyeglass collection project, 
sponsored by Lens Crafters and Lions Club International that is typically held around Halloween. 
Used eyeglasses will be collected between October 24th and 28th in a brown box across from the 
office. All colors, shapes and sizes of children’s and adult’s prescription eyeglasses and sunglasses 
are needed, as well as nonprescription sunglasses. All collected eyeglasses are cleaned, repaired 
and hand-delivered during optical missions to developing countries. 

As we look ahead to November, we will once again be participating in the Thank a Soldier Initiative. 
More to come on this event in the next Dicken Data! 

We appreciate all of your support in advance! 

Laura Carino
Service Squad Advisor

Dicken Media Center News
The students are off to another great start this year in the media center. Media center time is also 
called ILT, which stands for Information Literacy and Technology. Your child’s time in the media 
center will be focused on developing a love of reading and increasing technology and research skills 
as your child grows. The information literacy curriculum focuses on the technology-based Michigan 
Educational Technology Standards (METS), and prepares students to be as literate as possible in a 
digital world. This will include exposure to quality literature, nonfiction, and other materials within 
the collection. I will seek to integrate district curriculum with information literacy and computer 
skills lessons, with a primary focus on social studies and science. 

Students are beginning to check out books and I want to remind parents to help their children 
remember to take care of their books, and to return the books on the day they visit the media 
center. Students in grades 1-5 are allowed to check out two books at a time. They can also check 
out additional books for classroom projects. Kindergarteners are allowed one book at a time. 
Students must return their books before more books can be checked out. Please help students to 
remember to bring in the library books on media center day. 

I look forward to a great year ahead. Please stop by and visit the media center any time. I am 
always in need of parent volunteers to help out. If you are able to spend some time, please let me 
know. You will find that the media center at Dicken is a very welcoming 
environment for the entire Dicken community.

Please feel free to contact me with any questions or concerns. You can 
reach me at peurachc@aaps.k12.mi.us or by phone at 994-1928

Thank you,
Connie Peurach
Media Specialist, Dicken and Angell 
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Artful Announcements
We are off to another exciting year of art at Dicken Elementary School! 
Look for artwork displayed in the hallways now (illuminated letters by 
third and fourth graders), and more coming soon! 

Kindergarteners have discussed what it means to be an artist. The 
students realized that sometimes art is about shapes and color. 
Kindergarten artists chose three different colored pieces of paper and 
traced three different sized circles. Using scissors, the artists carefully 
cut the three (warm color) circles out and glued them together so that 
all three circles could be seen. After gluing the circles to a different 
colored square, students used oil pastels to color over the circle designs 
with line friends and shapes. Look for these works of art in the hallways soon! Kindergarteners have 
also been introduced to the primary and secondary colors, the “line friends,” patterns and texture. 
We are currently working on tempera paintings inspired by one of Kandinsky’s paintings using the 
primary colors and mixing secondary colors. 

First through fourth graders are in the process of creating self-portraits. All students were taught 
“art tricks” to use in order to help make drawing the facial features easier. Third and fourth 
graders carefully studied the proportions of the face before beginning their final draft self-
portraits. The final draft art materials for the self-portraits are crayon and watercolor paints. Fifth 
graders are studying the human form by drawing from a human skeleton model. Mastering proper 
proportions is the main focus of this skeleton drawing activity.

Look for recently completed fifth grade symbolic self-portraits in the shape of a personal crest on 
display soon in the hallways as well. The classes discussed symbolism and how symbolism is used 
today all around us, especially in media and advertisements. After brainstorming things about 
their own personalities in words and then translating the words into symbols, fifth graders created 
symbolic self-portrait crests using markers, crayons and colored pencils. 

I know we will all have an exciting and creative year here at Dicken!

Artfully yours,
Theresa Erickson

Dicken Data Submission Deadline
Our next Dicken Data is expected to be sent out on Friday, November 11, 2011. 
The deadline for next month’s Dicken Data is Thursday, November 3, by the 
end of the day. Please e-mail articles to Dicken Data Editor Jennifer Marx 
(jennifer@passporter.com). Suggestions and feedback always welcome. Thank you!
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