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From the Desk of Principal Madison
December  was  a  busy  month. Besides  the
teaching that occurs in every class every day,
we  held  our  monthly  “Dicken  Night  Out” at
Colonial  Lanes,  kindergarteners had “Farm to
School  Presentations”,  K  &  first  grades
wrapped  up  vision  and  hearing  testing,  first
grade  visited  Dicken  Woods,  second  graders
went  to  Ann  Arbor  District  library  &  the
gravel  pit,  second (Rocks,  Rocks,  & Rocks)  &
third (In Cold Blood) had Leslie Science Center
presentations,  fourth  grade  visited  EMU
Chemistry  Lab,  and  fifth  grade  had  their
annual  “Shock” performance  on  Bullying  and
making  good  choices.  Student  Council  and
Service  Squad  wrapped  up  their  December
projects (Toys for Tots & Canned Food drive),
PTO sponsored  two  assemblies:  K-2  had  Joe
Reilly  and  Grades  3-5  had  Author  Jonathan
Rand. And, we practiced Severe Weather, Fire,
and Lock-Down drills. The district hired a new
Slauson  Enrichment  Coordinator  (Chris  Groh,
who  will  start  working  with  our  staff  in
January to provide more enrichment activities
for all  students). We welcomed new overage
TA staff member,  Ms Diana Bear,  who works
with  kindergarten  classes  and  Ms  Rossi’s  1st

grade classroom. Finally, the students of Dicken
Elementary  have  learned  how  to  increase
recycling efforts thru the addition of our new
“Green Machine” recycling club. Thank you to
all of our parents for your continued support
in helping to make all these activities happen.

A Big Thank You. The Dicken staff want to
thank Caroline Sutton and her committee for
baking and delivering holiday cookies to each
staff  member.  What  a  nice  token  of
appreciation  from  the  PTO.  We  loved  the
cookies. They were really tasty.

Book  Giveaway  Initiative. Thanks  to  Cathy
Mellett  for  continuing  this  book  initiative,

which  she  started  last  year.  Every  Dicken
student  will  be  able  to  bring  home  two  or
three books to read over Winter Break. What
a great  way to  reinforce  the  importance  of
reading  at  home. Thanks  to  all  parents  who
donated books for this cause.

Dicken  Community  Leadership  Committee.
You  will  find  a  letter  attached  to  this
newsletter with an update on our progress on
scheduling parent meetings to discuss issues on
race and race-related topics. Please read the
letter carefully and contact Principal Madison
if you have questions or concerns.

Movie nights were a huge success. Thanks to
the organization of  Susan Farrell and Tracey
Janevic.  Susan,  Tracey,  and  a  group  of
dedicated  parents  helped  to  organize  and
supervise these events for each grade level.
Thanks to everyone who came to the movies
and helped to make these events a success!

Comerica  Partnership.  We  are  in  the  final
stages  of  planning  a  Youth  Savings  Program
and  Money  Management  educational  classes
for  students  at  Dicken  Elementary  School.
Through our partnership with Comerica Bank,
we  will  be  establishing  a  monthly  savings
program  at  Dicken.  Representatives  from
Comerica will bring a replica of a bank teller
station to Dicken where students can deposit
money into real accounts that parents open up
for them. We hope to start this initiative in
February. Plus, Comerica personnel will teach
students  about  money  management  and
responsibility. Parents will be able to open up
accounts starting in January.



Lost and Found is growing! The lost items are
piling up in the boxes near the main office.
There  are  some  very  expensive  pieces  of
clothing  that  need  to  be  claimed and  taken
home. Please  check out  the items and  claim
yours  before  we  turn  over  the  remaining
unclaimed  items  to  the  Salvation  Army  or
Purple  Heart  on  December  17.  Also  always
label your child’s clothing items so that we can
easily notify you of lost items.

Illnesses. January  is  also  the  time  of  year
when we see a rise in illnesses. Please keep
your  child  home  if  any  of  the  following
symptoms are present: temperature of 100 or
higher,  yellow or green discharge from nose,
earache, discharge from eyes/pink or red eyes,
bad  or  persistent  cough,  sore  throat,  rash
(please have your doctor evaluate the rash to
determine if  it  is  contagious),  upset stomach,
diarrhea,  or  vomiting.  And your  child  should
not  return  to  school  until:  No  elevated
temperature  for  24  hours,  no  vomiting  or
diarrhea for 24 hours, your child has been on
antibiotics for 24 hours and he/she is symptom
free for 24 hours. Thank you for helping the
Ann Arbor Public School community & Dicken
stay healthy!

Dressing for Cold Weather. Winter is  here.
Let me take this opportunity to remind parents
that we do go outside every day unless the
wind  chill  is  zero  degrees  or  below. Please
make sure to dress your child accordingly each
and every day and remind students to dress in
layers. Remember as well that our building has
been dialed down 2-4 degrees to save money.
We encourage students  to  wear  sweatshirts,
sweaters, or fleece jackets to stay warm and
comfortable in our building this winter.

Winter  Weather. Since  our  first  heavy
snowfall  has  already  occurred,  it  is  a  good
time to remind your children that we do not
allow throwing of snow at bus stops, at school,
or on the way to or from school. Plan ahead to
give  yourself  and  family  plenty  of  time  to
arrive to school. 

If school is closed. Please always check the
district website (www.a2schools.org) and listen
to the local radio and TV stations. Please do
not call the school to find out . If school is
cancelled  we  won’t  answer.  If  school  isn’t
cancelled, we’re trying to get things ready for
your kids. And, if we don’t answer,  it doesn’t
tell you whether or not school is closed!

Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration. MLK Day
is January 17, 2011, and there is no school that
day. To celebrate MLK day at Dicken, we have
scheduled an assembly on Friday, January 14.
Vincent York and Jazzitry artists will perform
for us. Vincent will also be conducting grade-
level  workshops  throughout  the  week  called
“Artist in Residency.” Our School Improvements
funds have brought this unique opportunity to
our school.

Upcoming Holiday Vacation Suggestions  .   The
approaching vacation is 18 days long. We are
aware  that  this  break  may  be  "unsettling"
times  for  many  families. Taking  a  two-week
hiatus  from the comfort of school  structure
may cause some students a level of concern.
Similarly,  some  families  may  find  the  next
couple weeks stressful as well.  So here are a
few tips on how to make the holidays fun for
your family:
• Bake holiday cookies 
• Go for a walk with your child 
• Visit the public library
•  Attend  UM  athletic  events  –  women’s
basketball, men’s hockey, men’s basketball 
• Take turns reading aloud to the family 
• Go sledding at the Huron Hills golf course 
• Try ice skating at the Cube or Vets Arena
• Ring bells for a charity 
• Go caroling 
• Shovel snow for a neighbor 
• Play a table game or put together a jigsaw
puzzle
• Visit a UM museum—art or natural history or
the Kelsey 
• Take time to talk

January Upcoming Events:
January 3rd  – School Resumes
January 6th – PTO Meeting at Dicken

7:00 – 9:00 pm



January 14th – MLK Assembly
January 17th – No school, MLK Jr. Holiday
January 20th – 2nd -5th grade Vision & hearing
Screening
January 24th – BPSSG Mtg at Dicken 6:00 –
8:00 pm
January 25th – Super Science Day grades 1-5
January 25th – 5th Grade Vocal Music Concert

Happy  Holidays  and  Happy  New  Year! We
encourage you to  find  time to  do something
special  with  your  child  during  the  winter
holiday break that is scheduled from the end
of  the  day  December  17th,  2010,  through
January  2nd,  2011.   School  will  resume  on
January 3rd, 2011. 

On behalf of our school staff, I would like to
thank  Naela  Jenkins,  the  PTO,  and  all  the
parents who help make Dicken such a special
place  for  our  students.  We  appreciate  your
continued  support,  and  we  welcome  your
comments and suggestions about any aspect of
our school's operation.

Thanks!
Principal Madison

 

Calling All Dicken Dads:
Join Us for a Pizza Dinner at Dicken!

Who:  All  dads  of  Dicken  kids.  (Adult  role
models  such  as  moms,  aunts,  uncles,
grandparents,  adult siblings,  and all  teachers
are welcome, too.)

Where:  Dicken  Elementary  School  cafeteria
(2135 Runnymede Blvd.).

When: Tuesday, January 11, 2011 (from 6:00 –
7:00 p.m.)

What:  Enjoy  a  meal  of  tasty  pizza  and
beverage  with  great  company.  Learn  about
upcoming ways to help our Dicken kids learn,
make our school safer, learn about your child’s
school  day,  show kids that school  is  worthy,
and have some fun getting to know the people
at Dicken.

Dads make a difference by helping in school
and at PTO events. Bring suggestions on what
you’d like a dads group at Dicken to be doing.

$5  per  person  donation  at  the  door  is
appreciated though not required. Please RSVP
to  Jim  Anderson  at  369-4671  or
jimander@gmail.com.  If  you’re  interested  in
helping with this or future Dicken Dad events,
please say so in your RSVP.



Notes from the PTO President

Well,  just  a  few more days  and the winter
break will be here.  I know my kids are ready,
as I am sure yours are too.  It seems that I
just stood up in the second week of school to
talk about the PTO plans for this school year,
and here we are, almost halfway finished.

In December, the board had a short meeting
to review the budget and discuss the coming
year’s plans.  The new software continues to be
the right fit for our organization.  We are able
to track all incoming and outgoing funds, and
this will aid us when it’s time to plan another
budget. We made a conscious decision to spend
this year looking at all the changes we made
last year and to assess how they are working.
So far, all seems to be going well, and we hope
all of you are pleased too.  

One thing we will do differently come January
is send out a second Time and Talent Survey.
It will have all the events for January to June
listed, so if you find you have some extra time,
this gives you another opportunity to sign up
for an event that may interest you. 

Another new initiative the PTO is helping with
is a Dad’s group. We hope this group of dads,
uncles, cousins, grandfathers, or whoever will
find the pizza-night meeting on January 11th a
good way to learn how they can spend time
with their kids at school.  Jim Anderson will be
organizing, and more details to follow.

Other  upcoming  events  include  our  second
general  meeting  of  the  year  on  Thursday,
January 6, from 7-9 p.m. in the MPR at Dicken.
We are working on childcare for this meeting
and  will  keep  you  posted  if  it  becomes
available.  Mark your calendars now so you can
be sure to attend!

One last ‘save the date’ I want to give you is
for  the  Silent  Auction.  It  will  be  held  on
Saturday,  March  12th at  Lake  Forest.
Remember,  this  is  an  adult  evening  out,  so
start  lining  up  the  babysitters.  This  is  our
biggest fundraiser of the year, and the most

fun!  If you are interested in working with the
committee  for  the  last  few  months  of
preparations, please sign up on the time and
talent survey.

Last, thanks to all the parents who make our
school such a great place.  In order to show
our appreciation,  Mr. Madison,  the staff,  and
the PTO are sponsoring a morning coffee with
Bearclaw  on  Thursday,  December  16,  from
8:30am – 10:00am in the MPR.  I hope to see
all of you there grabbing some coffee as you
head out on your way.
  

Happy Holidays,
Naela Jenkins

Pumpkin Patch and Pumpkin Sales a Success!

Capping a week of pumpkin sales, the annual
Pumpkin Patch was held on Thursday, October
28th, and provided an evening of food, fun, and
frights  for  Dicken  families.   The  organizing
committee would  like  to  thank the following
people  and  businesses  for  making  this
fundraiser  possible:   Hungry  Howie’s  Pizza,
Kroger, Meijer, and Washtenaw Dairy for food
and  beverages; Dicken  dads  Kyle  Pullen  and
Dave Queen for their fantastic music and DJ
services; Steve  Schultz  of  Scio  Valley  Farm;
and 5th grade teachers Wanda Brann and Lisa
Miller, along with Principal Madison and Patti
Dorris  for  all  their  support.  Last,  but  not
least,  a  huge  THANK  YOU  to  the  Dicken
parents and students, along with students from
Slauson  and  Pioneer,  who  sold  pumpkins  and
tickets,  served  food,  supervised  the  games,
and  worked  in  the  Haunted  Hallway.  With
your help, we were able to raise about $1200
to  ensure  that  all  5th grade  students  can
participate  in  end-of-year  activities.  Thanks
again for making this event a success!

Pam  Lewandowski,  Pamela  Sparkling,  Susan
Farrell, Becky Gucwa, and Cathy Mellett
Pumpkin Patch 2010 Organizing Committee 



Service Squad News

We  had  an  incredibly  successful  card-making
station at the Thanksgiving potluck and were able
to  send  a  very  stuffed  envelope  of  cards  to
soldiers  as  part  of  the  “American  Red  Cross
Holiday Mail for Heroes” program. I am sure they
were  very  appreciative  to  get  our  cards  and
hopefully we helped brighten their day! Thank you
to everyone who helped make something to send! 

We  also  just  wrapped  up  our  “Toys  for  Tots”
collection  drive  last  Friday  and  were  able  to
donate 5 huge garbage bags of brand new toys.
There  will  be  many  boys  and  girls  with  huge
smiles on their faces because of your generosity,
so thank you from the bottom of our hearts!  

We sincerely appreciate your continued support of
our  Service  Squad  projects.  We  wish  you  a
wonderful  holiday  season  with  your  family  and
friends and hope that you have a relaxing break
with your children! 

Laura Carino
Service Squad Advisor

Student Council News

Dicken's 30-member Student Council has been
working hard this past month. In November, we
organized a food drive for Food Gatherers, and
our community collected 432 pounds of food
for  families  in  need this  holiday season. We
also decided the theme for each day of Spirit
Week (December 13th – December 17th) and
made posters to display around the school. Our
next project will  be making a one-of-a-kind
quilt that we will auction off during a school
function this winter. Our mission continues to
be  making  Dicken  a  positive,  kind,  green
environment for everyone to enjoy!

Dicken Student Council

A Message from the Recycling Club

Greetings, Dicken Families!

We are a newly formed group of 3rd, 4th, and
5th grade students who want to make our
world a better place by reducing, reusing and
recycling here at Dicken. We now have an
official title: The Dicken Dolphin Green
Machine Recycling Club.  

We meet the 2nd and 4th Wednesdays of the
month to count and package up the Frito Lay
snack bags and Capri Sun Juice Bags that are
recycled every day in the lunch room and in
individual classrooms.  Our school receives 1
cent for each piece that we send to the
Terracycle organization, but more importantly,
we are reducing the amount of trash that
goes to the landfill since these items are
upcycled. (That means they are used to make
products such as purses, grocery bags, pencil
cases, folders, and more.)

This year we have already sent Terracycle 500
snack bags and 500 juice bags, and we are
just a few away from sending that many items
again. When you are at the grocery store
getting snacks for school lunches, you might
want to keep these brands in mind so that the
packages can be upcycled rather than thrown
in the trash. We will be looking for other ways
to make Dicken a greener school.  We will be
starting to recycle used glue sticks after the
break.

 
Thank you for helping our club make the earth
a cleaner place. Keep Recycling - Remember
that Every Day is Earth Day!

Written by The DD Green Machine Recycling
Club with help from Coordinators Mr. Justin
Harper and Ms. Cathy Cieglo


